
Dear Parents, 

We have received notification this week that examinations will go ahead in the summer of 2022. In addition, exam 

boards have provided advance notice of the content for each subject’s exams, meaning that students can focus their 

revision on specific topics between now and May / June. 

Teachers have been looking at the information released this week and where required, adapting plans for future 

lessons as a result. Ofqual have created a guide to each subject outlining the support that is being provided and you 

can see this information by following the link here: 

Subject-by-subject support for GCSE, AS and A level students in 2022 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

There are five ways in which students are being supported nationally to compensate for the education they have 

missed due to Covid. They are: 

- Changes to coursework 

- Optional content (History, Geography, English Literature) 

- Support Materials allowed in exams (Maths and Science) 

- Advance Information 

- Generous Grading 

Ofqual have also provided advice for schools, students and parents regarding the pressures of examinations. You can 

see that information and some good links to further resources here: 

Coping with exam pressure - a guide for students - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

I feel that the students in Year 11 are generally in a very good place. Their performance in the recent mock exams 

and the academic projections form their teachers suggest they are on track to do better than the cohort of 2019, 

who achieved the best results in the school’s history. 

In school, we are planning a number of ways to support students through the final months of Year 11. Here are some 

of the ways in which we will be supporting Year 11 during the final months: 

1 February Half-Term Support Sessions 

- Tuesday 15th Feb  Music  10.00am - 2.00pm 

- Wednesday 16th Feb  Textiles  9.00am - 1.00pm 

- Friday 18th Feb   Science*  10.00am – 2.00pm 

*Students can choose between Biology, Chemistry and Physics or spend some time on each subject 

There is no need for students to book in advance, they simply need to report to school reception on the day at least 

ten minutes before the start time. 

2 English and Maths After School Support 

Maths Support 

- Tuesday 3.30pm  DBR/TCO/GSQ/FDY 

- Wednesday 1.15pm  JFY 

- Thursday 3.30pm   SHO 

English Support 

- Thursday 3.30pm  EDU (aiming for Grade 4 Literature) 

AWH (aiming for Grade 5 Literature) 

- Friday 3.30pm   EDU (aiming for Grade 4 Language) 

AWH (aiming for Grade 5 Language) 

3 After School Support in Other Subjects 

A full programme of after school support covering a range of subjects will be released at the end of February 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/subject-by-subject-support-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-students-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coping-with-exam-pressure-a-guide-for-students


4 Student Interviews 

All Year 11 students will have a one to one interview in Term Four to discuss their academic performance, check on 

their well-being and plans for September. Our Careers Advisor, Sarah Rooke, is also available for one to one 

independent careers information and guidance.  

5 Revision Skills Training 

A half-day workshop with our external provider, Learning Performance, has been booked for March/. Students will 

learn memorisation techniques and other strategies that are tried and tested and proven to help them succeed in 

examinations. Year 11 worked with the company in December  

6 Assessment Week in April 

We will give students smaller assessments to sit during the week of April 18th – 22nd and  

subsequently send you a report confirming teachers’ final predicted grades. The assessments will be designed to test 

areas of knowledge that teachers have identified as crucial and will also focus on the advance information we have 

been given by the exam boards. This will help students to identify their final areas for focussed revision. 

7 Easter and May Half-term Revision 

We will be planning a programme of additional support sessions in school that students can attend both during the 

Easter holidays and the May half-term. 

8 Immersion Timetable 

Once the exam season starts, we make some timetable modifications to ensure that students spend time in the right 

subject immediately prior to an exam. So, for example, if there is a pm Geography exam, students will have two 

lessons of Geography that morning. This can boost confidence, focus students and enable teachers to give last 

minute tips and advice.  

9 Breakfast Revision Sessions 

Some subjects will be offering early morning revision lessons in the restaurant during the exam period before school 

starts. Students will be able to enjoy complimentary and discounted items from the restaurant at these sessions. It is 

proven that a good breakfast helps the mind concentrate later in the day! 

10 Mental and emotional well-being 

We are very conscious that exams are stressful for the students and we also recognise that they have been through a 

lot in the past two years. The Year 11 Team and other pastoral staff are ready to respond to any needs, worries or 

concerns however small you may feel they may be. Please encourage your son / daughter to let the Year Office know 

if they would like support or just simply to share their feelings during what will be a testing time! 

Do please get in touch if you have any questions about the exams or the support outlined. 

Best Wishes 

 

Mr S Sharples 

 

 

 

 


