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THE KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM
Sandwich Technology School’s Key Stage 4 Curriculum is built around an academic
core of compulsory subjects. These subjects are then complemented by a wide range
of optional courses that include the arts, technology and vocational qualifications.
These courses prepare students for Level 3 courses offered in the Sixth Form at STS
and provide preparation for the world of work. In addition, the curriculum
incorporates Citizenship, Careers Education, PSHE and discussion based activities
relating to moral and ethical issues during tutor time. Our highly personalised
approach to the Key Stage 4 Curriculum means that every student has an offer that
best meets their needs, interests and post 16 aspirations. High quality Careers Advice,
Information and Guidance will build upon work covered in Years 7 to 9 to support
students with their option choices. We look forward to working closely with students
and their parents to provide guidance and advice in the months leading up to the start
of Year 10 and beyond. Please note that, though correct at the time of writing, the
curriculum model identified in this booklet may be subject to change. In particular,
courses will not run if there is very little interest from students. Confirmation of any
curriculum changes will be made before the end of the academic year 2020/21.
Sandwich Technology School operates a two week timetable consisting of 58 lessons.
Each lesson is 50 minutes long.

THE CORE SUBJECTS
English [9 lessons per cycle]- see pages 9-10
All students study GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature.
Maths [9 lessons per cycle] - see page 11
All students study GCSE Mathematics. There is also the opportunity to study GCSE
Statistics as an option subject.
Science [12 lessons per cycle] - see pages 12 - 15
All students study GCSE Science. The 12 lessons are divided equally between the study
of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Students are awarded three GCSE qualifications at
the end of the course, one for each discipline. Students in set 5 for Science study the
GCSE Combined Science qualification which leads to a “double award” qualification
consisting of two GCSE grades. In addition, these students will study a Finance course
leading to a nationally recognised qualification.
PE [4 lessons per cycle]
All students will have PE lessons in which they will be physically active and have the
opportunity to play team and individual sports (depending on current H&S
restrictions being lifted) on a regular basis.
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Option Courses
OPTION SUBJECTS
Students can select three option subjects that they wish to study. Each option subject
is allocated 8 periods of curriculum time per two week cycle. The available subjects
are divided into three groups.
Students have to choose one subject from each group. They also need to select a
reserve subject. In the unlikely event that a course does not run due to low levels of
interest, the reserve subject will be allocated.
We firmly recommend that students who aspire to apply to university in the future
choose one language AND one of GCSE History or Geography thus meaning they will
be studying the full English Baccalaureate (English, Maths, Science, at least one
Language, History or Geography).
Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)
In some subject areas students have to complete a Non-Examined Assessment or NEA.
In these cases, a portfolio of work completed within lessons will be developed. NEA
work is assessed internally but externally moderated by the exam board.
VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS (TECHNICAL AWARDS)
We recognise the value of Vocational and Technical courses in helping students
prepare for a career or prpogress to the next stage of their education. Vocational
courses or Technical Awards have the same value as GCSE qualifications and have a
minimum of 25% of the course assessed by external examination. We offer Technical
Awards in Technology subjects, Child Development, ICT, Music and Sport. Please
contact Mr Sharples to arrange a meeting if you would like further information
regarding Technical Awards.
Parents or students wanting to discuss the Options process or possible choices in
more detail are encouraged to contact Mr Sharples by telephone on 01304 610054
or by email: simon.sharples@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk
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Options Selection: Overview of Groups
Group A

French, Geography, History, Spanish

(English Baccalaureate Subjects)
Group B

French, Geography, History, Spanish , Art,
Business, Computing, Construction*, Design
Technology, Engineering*, Hospitality &
Catering*, ICT*, Photography, Sociology, Sport
Science*, Statistics, Textiles

Group C

French, Geography, History, Spanish , Art,
Business, Child Development*, Computing,
Construction*, Design Technology, Drama,
Engineering*, Film Studies, Hospitality &
Catering*, ICT*, Music*, Photography,
Sociology, Sport Science*, Statistics, Textiles

* Technical Award Level 2 qualification, equivalent to a GCSE



Students choose three subjects in total



Students have to choose one subject from each group.



They should also select a fourth subject which will be a reserve. This reserve
subject will only be needed in the unlikely event that one of your first choice
subjects does not run. The reserve choice can be from any of the three
groups.
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The Application Process
The Options process starts on Tuesday March 16th
2021 with the options presentation explaining the
process made available to parents.

WATCH OPTIONS PRESENTATION

……………………………………………………...

This booklet will give students an overview of the
range of courses they can choose. Futher subject
information is provided on the school website.

READ THIS BOOKLET CAREFULLY

……………………………………………………...

To help students make informed choices, you will
receive detailed information, advice and guidance.

SEEK INFORMATION, ADVICE AND
GUIDANCE FROM THE SCHOOL’S
CAREERS ADVISOR

……………………………………………………...

Email or post the completed options form by
Thursday 1st April 2021. Please note: Course
choices cannot be guaranteed if the form is handed
in late!

CONTACT MR SHARPLES OR COURSE
CONTACTS IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
DISCUSS THE CHOICES
COMPLETE OPTIONS FORM AND SEND
IN BEFORE DEADLINE

……………………………………………………...

Each student will receive a Personal Curriculum Plan
in May showing the courses they have been
allocated.

PERSONAL CURRICULUM PLANS
PUBLISHED AND RETURNED

……………………………………………………...
Once Personal Curriculum Plans have been agreed
with acceptance of the allocated courses, student
timetables will be finalised ready for September.
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STUDENT TIMETABLES FINALISED
READY FOR SEPTEMBER

Careers information,
Advice and Guidance
Sandwich Technology School provides high quality Careers information, Advice and
Guidance to students in every year group. The school’s Careers Advisor, Mrs Rooke
ensures students receive up to date details regarding Post 16 education and are
inspired to make the right decisions.
Making choices about education and training can be a challenge, so students will
receive support to help them choose well. The careers information they will receive
from Mrs Rooke and form tutors includes options information and advice via the
young people’s careers help-line and online resources. Students will receive careers
guidance from many people including their tutors, subject teachers, careers
coordinator and other specialist staff. This will help them to think through their ideas
and weigh up different options.
All Year 8 students will also receive specialist guidance from colleagues at the
University of Kent through their “What Happens Next?” training. These lessons have
been designed to help with the decision making process and explore how subjects
relate to career pathways. Our Career Adviser, Sarah Rooke will be available to discuss
any individual queries during the options process.
Students may wish to find out more about how the courses in this booklet provide excellent
preparation for life in the Sixth Form at Sandwich Technology School. Please see Mrs Stone or
Mr Stevenson for more on what we offer at post 16.

The following websites are useful places to start researching future options for further
education, employment and training.

The National Careers Service - https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk
www.icould.com
www.plotr.co.uk

www.apprenticeships.org.uk
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CORE
SUBJECTS
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GCSE English Language
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

English

www.aqa.org.uk

8700

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT (9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

100% Linear Exam

Mrs Collins
kirsty.collins@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Just think about it: language is woven into every aspect of our lives. You may be woken up by the voice of the
morning news presenter and register the headline about Boris Johnson’s latest conundrum. You go to take a
shower and the ‘chatty-witty’ label on your shower gel bottle makes you grin. On the bus to school the
catchphrase on a new billboard grabs your attention. You see the sign in your favourite coffee shop and wonder
when words like ‘frappuccino’ and ‘babyccino’ were first invented. You mindlessly glance at the leaflet about a
new local leisure centre that was just pushed in your hands. As you approach the school gates, you hear your
mates sharing a funny story before suddenly changing their topic and tone when they see the maths teacher
emerging from round the corner.
Before you had even had a chance to say your first ‘morning’, you were exposed to language through marketing,
political conversation via the media, you wondered about language change and the ways we use language in
communication differently in different contexts with different people. The problem with language is that it is so
engrained in our lives that we barely stop and take notice. This is why we are not always aware of just how
important it is: the words we choose, the grammar we use, the topics we decide to raise have a direct influence
on our thoughts, our actions and even on what we believe to be real.

Topics Covered
Reading: Critical reading and comprehension; identifying themes, ideas and information; supporting a point of
view; identifying bias; reflecting critically; evaluating a writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structural features;
comparing texts.
Writing: Descriptive or narrative writing; producing clear and coherent text; writing effectively for different
purposes and audiences; using language imaginatively, creatively and persuasively; writing for impact; selecting,
organising and emphasising facts; citing evidence and quotation effectively

Assessment Structure
Paper One: (1 hour 45 minutes) 80 marks 50% of GCSE
One Literature fiction text, descriptive or narrative writing
Paper Two: (1 hour 45 minutes) 80 marks 50% of GCSE
One non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text, writing to present a viewpoint
Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language
This component is internally marked and is separately endorsed. It does not contribute towards the final GCSE
grade.

Progression
The study of English Language offers a key that will unlock many doors for many opportunities as you move into
the next stages of your lives. Essential skills for life are developed to enable you to succeed in all your endeavours.
Of course, you can study A-Level English Language, Literature or a combined A Level qualification. However, the
skills you learn in this subject will equip you to successfully study in many others like Sociology, Psychology and
Law.
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GCSE English Literature
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE SPECIFICATION NUMBER

English

www.aqa.org.uk

8702

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT (9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

100% Linear Exam

Mrs Collins
kirsty.collins@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

The urge to make stories up and to listen to others tell them is as old as language itself. But what is fiction? Where
does it come from and how is it made? What vocabulary defines it, what forms and genres does it take, what
happens to us when we encounter it, what does it sound like when it passes from language to language or medium
to medium, how is it produced (in books, films, plays, etc.) in the world? In this course we will engage with all these
questions and more as we read, discuss, watch and explore fiction.
This course gives students the opportunity to explore a range of English literature, drawn from contemporary,
modern, globally important and influential texts. All students will study a modern prose or drama text, a 19th
Century text, a Shakespeare play and a selection of poetry from the Romantic period up to the present day. The
selection of texts will cover culturally significant work from the English literary heritage.

Topics Covered
The English Literature qualification includes the study of the following topics: Shakespeare plays, the 19 th century
novel, Modern prose or drama texts and Poetry.

Assessment Structure
Paper One: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel (1 hour 45 minutes)
64 marks – 40% of GCSE
Students will answer one question on their Shakespeare play of choice. They will also answer one question on their
novel of choice. For both questions they will have to write in detail about an extract and then write about the work
as a whole.
Paper Two: Modern texts and Poetry (1 hour 45 minutes)
96 marks – 60% of GCSE
Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on their studied modern prose or drama text. They
will also answer one question on a named poem printed on the paper and one other poem from the anthology
cluster. They will also need to answer one question on an unseen poem and compare it with a second unseen
poem.

Progression
Students can go on to study A Level English Language, English Literature or a combined A Level.
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GCSE Mathematics
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Mathematics

www.edexcel.com

1MA1

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT (9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

Higher (Grades 9-4)

100% Linear Exam

Mr Connolly
thomas.connolly@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Foundation (Grades 5-1)

GCSE Mathematics aims to develop students’ problem solving skills and confidence in working with
number. Throughout the course students are encouraged to apply their maths skills to everyday
problems and scenarios. Students will be assessed on their ability to apply standard techniques, their
ability to reason, interpret and communicate mathematically as well as their ability to solve problems.
Topics Covered
The Maths syllabus includes the study of the following topics: Number, Algebra, Ratio, Proportion and
Rates of Change, Geometry and Measures, Probability, Statistics & Probability.
Assessment Structure
There are three papers, each one is 1 hour 30 minutes long
All three papers cover the topics listed above.
Number, Algebra, Ratio, proportion and rates of change, Geometry and measures, Probability,
Statistics
A calculator is allowed for Papers Two and Three only.

Progression
GCSE Mathematics can lead directly onto A-Level and Further Mathematics courses as well as
supplementing most other academic courses, in particular the Sciences, Geography, Economics,
Psychology and degree level work.

Other Maths Qualifications
Confident mathematicians may wish to select GCSE Statistics as an option subject. The qualification
acts as excellent preparation for students who intend to continue the subject at A-level.
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GCSE Biology
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Science

www.ocr.org.uk

J247 - Gateway Science Suite - Biology A (9-1)

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

Higher (Grades 9-4)

100% Linear Exam

Mr Posnett
luke.posnett@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Foundation (Grades 5-1)

The GCSE in Biology A (Gateway Science) helps students develop their biological knowledge and
scientific thinking. They discover how key concepts in biology make sense of the observed diversity of
natural phenomena. Practical skills are integrated with the theoretical topics. Most students will study
GCSE triple science.
Topics Covered
Working Scientifically; Cell structure and processes; Transport systems and processes; Homeostasis and
response; Communities and interdependence; Inheritance, variation and evolution; Ecology; Health
and Disease
Assessment Structure
There are 2 papers for each subject (a total of 6 papers lasting 1 hr 45 mins each. The qualifications are
available to sit at foundation or higher level. Each paper will contribute 50% of the mark for that
particular Science GCSE. It will include multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
response styles of questions. Students have to participate in practical activities during the course in
order to answer questions in the final exams about what they have learned from the activities.
Progression
By studying GCSE Biology and gaining at least a grade 5, students would be well prepared for A Level
Biology. It would also provide an excellent base for a Biology based course at University such as
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinarian, Forensic or Research Science.
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GCSE Chemistry
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Science

www.ocr.org.uk

J248 - Gateway Science Suite - Chemistry A (9-1)

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

Higher (Grades 9-4)

100% Linear Exam

Mr Posnett
luke.posnett@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Foundation (Grades 5-1)

The GCSE Chemistry A (Gateway Science) qualification develops students’ broad scientific knowledge
as well as their conceptual understanding of a range of topics within chemistry itself. They develop
practical and problem-solving skills and an ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical
analysis. Most students will study GCSE triple science.
Topics Covered
Working Scientifically; Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure and the properties
of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; Energy changes; The rate and extent of chemical
change; Chemical analysis; Monitoring and controlling Chemical reactions; Chemistry of the
atmosphere; Using resources.
Assessment Structure
There are 2 papers for each subject (a total of 6 papers lasting 1 hr 45 mins each. The qualifications are
available to sit at foundation or higher level. Each paper will contribute 50% of the mark for that
particular Science GCSE. It will include multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
response styles of questions. Students have to participate in practical activities during the course in
order to answer questions in the final exams about what they have learned from the activities.
Progression
By studying GCSE Chemistry and gaining at least a grade 5, students would be well prepared for A Level
Chemistry. It would also provide an excellent base for a Chemistry based course at University such as
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinarian, Forensic or Research Science as well as chemical or biochemical
sciences.
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GCSE Physics
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Science

www.ocr.org.uk

J249 - Gateway Science Suite - Physics A (9-1)

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

Higher (Grades 9-4)

100% Linear Exam

Mr Posnett
luke.posnett@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Foundation (Grades 5-1)

The GCSE in Physics A (Gateway Science) introduces students to the key concepts of physics, integrating
theory with practical skills. It helps students develop their knowledge of scientific methodology and
their conceptual understanding of physics and how this can be applied to the world around them. Most
students will study GCSE triple science.
Topics Covered
Working Scientifically; Matter and particles; Forces and motion; Electricity and magnetism; Waves and
radioactivity; Energy; Energy and Mains electricity
Assessment Structure
There are 2 papers for each subject (a total of 6 papers lasting 1 hr 45 mins each. The qualifications are
available to sit at foundation or higher level. Each paper will contribute 50% of the mark for that
particular Science GCSE. It will include multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
response styles of questions. Students have to participate in practical activities during the course in
order to answer questions in the final exams about what they have learned from the activities.
Progression
By studying GCSE Physics and gaining at least a grade 5, students would be well prepared for A Level
Physics. It would also provide an excellent base for a Physics based course at University such as
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinarian, Forensic or Research Science as well as engineering or physical
sciences.
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GCSE Combined Science
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Science

www.ocr.org.uk

J250 - Gateway Science Suite – Combined
Science A (9-1)

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

Higher (Grades 9-4)

100% Linear Exam

Mr Posnett
luke.posnett@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Foundation (Grades 5-1)

The GCSE Combined Science A (Gateway Science) qualification provides the foundation for understanding the
material world. Students are introduced to various key concepts in biology, chemistry and physics, and develop
their understanding of how these ideas can help describe diverse and complex natural phenomena. The syllabus
includes Biology, Chemistry and Physics content. This qualification has the value of two GCSES meaning two GCSE
grades will be shown on the final certificate eg 5-4.

Topics Covered
Biology: Working Scientifically; Cell structure and processes; Transport systems and processes; Homeostasis and
response; Communities and interdependence; Inheritance, variation and evolution; Ecology; Health and Disease
Chemistry: Working Scientifically; Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure and the properties
of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; Energy changes; The rate and extent of chemical change;
Chemical analysis; Monitoring and controlling Chemical reactions; Chemistry of the atmosphere; Using resources.
Physics: Working Scientifically; Matter and particles; Forces and motion; Electricity and magnetism; Waves and
radioactivity; Energy; Energy and Mains electricity

Assessment Structure
Combined Science GCSE is terminally assessed through linear exams. There are six papers: two Biology, two
Chemistry and two Physics. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.
Each written exam is available at foundation or higher tier. Students must sit the same tier for all 6 exams. Each
exam is 1 hour 10 minutes long and worth 60 marks. Each paper will contribute 16.7% of the final mark awarded.
It will include multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response styles of questions. Students
participate in specific practical tasks during the course in order to answer questions in the final exams about what
they have learned from the activities.

Progression
This Combined Science GCSE course provides students with the skills, knowledge and understanding needed in
order to progress to AS/A2 and other Level 3 Science-based courses.
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OTHER ENGLISH
BACCALAUREATE SUBJECTS

16

GCSE French
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Languages

www.aqa.org.uk

French (8658)

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

Higher (Grades 9-4)

100% Linear Exams

Mrs Ryan
helen.ryan@sandwch-tech.kent.sch.uk

Foundation (Grades 5-1)

Students are able to choose from GCSEs in French or Spanish. It is firmly recommended that all
students who are considering applying to university in the future include either a Modern Foreign
Language within their option choices. Students may wish to select two language courses but should
seek advice from Mrs Ryan or Mr Sharples before doing so.

Topics Covered
The programme of study for GCSE French focuses on three main themes: Identity and culture; Local,
national, international and global areas of interest; and Current and future study and employment.
Through the course students learn how to become proficient at communicating in French. Lessons
focus on perfecting listening, reading, writing and speaking skills. The rich and diverse cultures of
French speaking countries are also explored.

Assessment Structure
Students will take four different exams in the summer of their final year assessing the following four
skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Each exam counts for 25% of their final mark.

Progression
Understanding and using a foreign language opens many doors both in the UK and abroad. Whether
your interests lie with wanting a career working in the public or private sectors being able to speak a
foreign language is an asset.
Being located so close to France the ability to speak French increases local employment opportunities
with businesses such as Eurotunnel, the Port of Dover and the numerous firms importing and exporting
goods.
Choosing this course will build on your KS3 studies and enable you to develop your language skills in a
variety of meaningful contexts.
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GCSE Spanish
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Languages

www.aqa.org.uk

Spanish (8698)

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

Higher (Grades 9-4)

100% Linear Exams

Mrs Ryan
helen.ryan@sandwch-tech.kent.sch.uk

Foundation (Grades 5-1)

Students are able to choose from GCSEs in French or Spanish. It is firmly recommended that all
students who are considering applying to university in the future include either a Modern Foreign
Language within their option choices. Students may wish to select two language courses but should
seek advice from Mrs Ryan or Mr Sharples before doing so.

Topics Covered
The programme of study for GCSE Spanish focuses on three main themes: Identity and culture; Local,
national, international and global areas of interest; and Current and future study and employment.
Through the course students learn how to become proficient at communicating in Spanish. Lessons
focus on perfecting listening, reading, writing and speaking skills. The rich and diverse cultures of
Spanish speaking countries are also explored.

Assessment Structure
Students will take four different exams in the summer of their final year assessing the following four
skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Each exam counts for 25% of their final mark.

Progression
Understanding and using a foreign language opens many doors both in the UK and abroad. Whether
your interests lie with wanting a career working in the public or private sectors being able to speak a
foreign language is an asset.
Having the ability to communicate in Spanish will be invaluable if you are particularly interested in
working in the travel and tourism industry and is a skill equally high in demand by companies
exporting and importing goods.
Choosing this course will build on your KS3 studies and enable you to develop your language skills in
a variety of meaningful contexts.
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GCSE Geography
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Geography

www.aqa.org.uk

8035

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

100% Linear Exam

Mr Patch
mark.patch@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Geography is a subject that bridges the sciences and the arts. This course gives students the
opportunity to study the patterns and processes of the earth’s physical and human environments.
Students will travel the world from the classroom, exploring case studies in the United Kingdom
(UK), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs).
Topics Covered






Maps, fieldwork and geographical skills
Place: processes and relationships – Geography of the UK
Physical Geography: processes and change – Geomorphic processes and landscape,
changing weather and climate
People and Environment – Global ecosystems and biodiversity, resources and their
management
Human Geography: processes and change – Cities and urban society, global economic
development issues

Assessment Structure
Paper One: Living with the physical environment (1 hour 30 minutes) 35% of final grade
Paper Two: Challenges in the human environment (1 hour 30 minutes) 35% of final grade
Paper Three: Geographical applications (1 hour 15 minutes) 30% of final grade

Progression
Geography combines well with a diverse range of subjects – business, sociology, environment
conservation, leisure and tourism and science to name but a few. The skills and knowledge
acquired during this course are useful in a very wide range of careers; local government, business,
banking, education, engineering and surveying, the legal profession, land management,
archaeology, transport, leisure and recreation, tourism, the police and the armed forces are just a
few areas where Geography can be useful.
Pupils are able to go on to follow AS and A2 level courses in Geography. Pupils following
intermediate and advanced courses in Leisure and Tourism, Manufacturing and Business Studies
have all found geographical topics and skills covered useful.
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GCSE History
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

History

www.aqa.org.uk

8145

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

100% Linear Exam

Mr Wason
dale.wason@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

History teaches valuable, life-long skills to all students. Learning about how historic events have
shaped today's society can give students a better insight into how the world got to the point it's at
now and how it will continue to develop in the future. The GCSE History course enables students to
develop a secure understanding of chronology, knowledge and understanding of history on different
scales and contexts, apply historical concepts and processes and engage with the nature of evidence
and interpretation.
Topics Covered
The GCSE History syllabus is comprised of the following elements:
• one period study – American West, 1840-1895: Expansion and Consolidation
• one thematic study – WW1: Conflict & Tension 1894-1918
• one wider world depth study – Health & the People: c.1000 to the present day
• one British depth study including the historic environment – Norman England: c.1066-1100
In each pathway, students will engage with a variety of perspectives; such as political, social and
economic, and investigate the contributions of key individuals and groups.
Assessment Structure
Paper One: Understanding the modern world (2 hours) 84 marks – 50% of final grade
Paper Two: Shaping the nation (2 hours) 84 marks – 50% of final grade
Progression
Students can go on to study AS/A2 History, Criminology, Law and Sociology as well as related
advanced level courses and degrees. Knowledge of the past is essential in understanding the present.
With GCSE History students will study a variety of time periods and locations; from Medieval to
modern, the Great Plains of America to the battlefields of Europe.
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OTHER
COURSES
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GCSE Art
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Creative

www.aqa.org.uk

8202

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

60% Portfolio

Mr Healy

40% Examination

bruce.healy@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Art is about communicating your ideas in a wide range of media including: pencil, ink, paint, print,
digital, photography and sculpture. You will learn to draw and record your ideas, respond to the
work of artists and investigate creative problems.
You may start off following tasks set by your teacher but by the end of your studies, you will be
devising your own solutions and pathways through the topics. You will be expected to document
your creative studies and write about artists you have looked at.
Topics Covered
 Looking at the work of artists
 Developing ideas
 Recording your ideas
 Your own creative response
Assessment
Coursework is made up of a portfolio of work which will include 2 or more projects on different
themes. This is worth 60% your final grade
Externally Set Assignment: this is a practical project with an exam at the end of the course. This is
worth 40% of the final grade.
Progression
On successful completion, students can progress to AS/A Level Art and Design courses or specialise in
related discipline such as Photography, Graphic Design, Textiles, Architecture, Fashion, Printmaking,
Painting, Advertising, Interior Design, Web & Mobile App Design and Product Design. Art and Design
would also benefit students who wish to go onto creative vocational courses such as Painting &
Decorating, Hairdressing or Beauty Therapy.

Please note it is not possible to study both GCSE Art and GCSE Textiles
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GCSE Business
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Computing & Business

www.aqa.org.uk

8132

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT (9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

100% Examination

Mrs Williamson
liz.williamson@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Students apply their knowledge and understanding to different business contexts ranging from
small enterprises to large multinationals and businesses operating in local, national and global
contexts. Students develop an understanding of how these contexts impact on business behaviour.
Paper 1: Influences of operations and HRM on business activity
What's assessed
- Business in the real world
- Influences on business
- Business operations
- Human resources
How it's assessed
- Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
- 90 marks
- 50 % of GCSE
Paper 2: Influences of marketing and finance on business activity
What's assessed
- Business in the real world
- Influences on business
- Marketing
- Finance
How it's assessed
- Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
- 90 marks
- 50 % of GCSE
Successful students are...
Those who are highly analytical and able to problem solve in multiple situations. They must be
interested in finding out how businesses work.
Progression
GCSE Business Studies can lead to students studying Level 3 Business Studies or related subjects
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Child Development (Technical Award)
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Social Sciences

www.ocr.org.uk

J818

LEVELS 1 / 2

ASSESSMENT(L2 Distinction*- L1

COURSE CONTACT

Pass)

No tiers of entry

50% Examination

Mr Stroud

50% NEA

benjamin.stroud@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

The OCR National Certificate in Child Development is designed to give students an opportunity to
extend and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of the development and care of children
from conception to the age of five years. It promotes an understanding of the social, emotional,
physical and intellectual development of the child which is inter-linked through the study of the
family, community and the responsibilities of parenthood.

Topics Covered
 RO18 Health and Well-being for Child Development
- Reproduction, parental responsibilities, antenatal care, birth, postnatal care, child safety and
illness
 RO19 Understand the equipment and nutritional needs of children from birth to 5 years
- Equipment, nutrition, hygiene
 RO20 Understand the development of a child from birth to 5 years
- Development norms, play and a research task
Assessment Structure
There are three units:
R018 Exam -50% (externally examined)
RO19 Centre assessed task (OCR moderated) - 25%
RO20 Centre assessed task (OCR moderated) – 25%

Progression
The specification provides a suitable basis for further study at Post 16 offering progression on to
both academic and vocational courses including Home Economics, Health and Social Care, National
Diplomas/Certificates in Health Studies/Care and CACHE Courses, Psychology, Sociology and
Biology. A Level 2 qualification in Child Development would be an excellent stepping stone for
students wanting to work with children in the future.
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GCSE Computer Science
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Computing & Business

www.aqa.org.uk

8525

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

100% Examination

Mrs Williamson
liz.williamson@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Computer science enables students to understand and apply the fundamental principles and
concepts of computer science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data
representation. It helps them to analyse problems in computational terms through practical
experience of solving such problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs.
Topics Covered
Fundamentals of algorithms
Programming
Fundamentals of data representation
Computer systems
Fundamentals of computer networks
Cyber Security
Relational databases and SQL
Ethical, legal and environmental impact of digital technology, including issues of privacy
Assessment Structure
Paper One: Computational thinking and programming skills
2 hours, 90 marks (50%)
Paper Two: Computing concepts
1 hour 45 minutes, 90 marks (50%)

Progression
Students can progress onto a Level 3 Computing course, other subject related courses at college, or
a related apprenticeship. The course provides a stepping stone to further study and employment
within the programming industry and develops students’ critical thinking, analytical skills and ability
to solve problems.
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Construction (Technical Award)
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Technology

www.wjec.co.uk

EE31

LEVELS 1 / 2

ASSESSMENT(L2 Distinction*-

COURSE CONTACT

L1 Pass)

No tiers of entry

70% NEA

Mr Mugford

30% Examination

robert.mugford@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

The Construction course is entitled “Planning and Maintaining the Built Environment” and is designed
to support students in developing an awareness of the key issues surrounding the successful planning
and maintenance to ensure sustainable, safe, comfortable and less costly built environments. It is
useful students who want to learn about the construction industry from the sustainability and
maintenance perspective. It provides learners with a broad introduction to how the built environment
is maintained and the types of career opportunities available. The award is made up of three units,
each having an applied purpose which acts as a focus, encouraging learners to consider how the use
and application of their knowledge, understanding and skills impact on individuals, employers, society
and the environment.
Topics Covered
Year 9 will focus on health and safety within the construction industry and students will be able to
try a range of construction related trades and become familiar with industry standard CAD
packages. Year 10 will focus on planning construction tasks and a wide range of practical skills
including: brick, joinery, plumbing, decorating. Students will also develop their design skills and
produce simple plans using CAD software. Year 11 will complete the written element of the
coursework and complete practical assignments
Assessment Structure
Examination – externally assessed. 1hr written paper (30%)
A range of Practical and Graphical Assessments completed in the workshop –12hr practical
assessment internally assessed (70%)
Students need to pass all three of these components in order to achieve the overall qualification.
Progression
The successful completion of this qualification, together with other equivalent qualifications, such as
maths and sciences, could provide the learner with opportunities to access a range of qualifications
including GCE, apprenticeships, vocationally related and occupational qualifications. These include:
- A Levels in Sociology and Environmental Studies
- Diplomas in Town Planning, Building Control and Conservation
- Apprenticeships in surveying and construction technical supervision and control.
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GCSE Design and Technology
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Technology

www.eduquas.co.uk

C600U10-1

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

50% Examination

Mr Mugford

50% NEA

robert.mugford@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

This course is designed to encourage students to develop a broad view of design and technology,
develop their capacity to design and make products and appreciate the complex relationship between
design, materials, manufacture and the end user.
Topics Covered
Core Technical Principles:
-

new and emerging technologies, energy generation and storage, developments in new
materials, systems approach to designing, mechanical devices, materials and their working
properties

Specialist Technical Principles:
-

selection of materials or components, forces and stresses, ecological and social footprint,
sources and origins, using and working with materials, stock forms, types and sizes, scales of
production, specialist techniques and processes, surface treatments and finishes.

Designing and Making Principles:
-

environmental, social and economic challenge, the work of others, design strategies,
communication of design ideas, prototype development, selection of materials components,
tolerances, material management, specialist tools and equipment, specialist techniques and
processes

Assessment Structure
Paper One: Written Exam, externally assessed

2 hours (50%)

Non-examined Assessment: Practical Application of skills learned 30-35 hours (50%)
Progression
Students with strong creative skills will have solid foundations, as well as a breadth of knowledge and
understanding of a range of materials, to move confidently into AS and A level to become a specialist
in their chosen field. Apprenticeship applicants would also benefit from the practical problem solving.
The course also supports student who are interested in design based careers or university courses.

27

GCSE Drama
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Creative

www.ocr.org.uk

J361

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

70% Examination

Mr Healy

30% NEA

bruce.healy@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

The GCSE Drama course offers students the opportunity to explore drama as a practical art form in
which ideas and meaning are communicated to an audience through choices of form, style and
convention. The course gives students the chance to learn how to perform and improvise, create
individual drama work, as well as study key drama texts. Students will be required to visit the
theatre throughout the course and develop a range of theatrical skills.
Topics Covered
Students gain a practical understanding of drama, and apply this knowledge to their performances as
they develop their practical skills. Students can choose to be a performer or can take on the role of
designer in lighting, sound, set or costume. Students must choose one role throughout the
component but can choose different roles throughout the course.
Students also complete the following:
- research and explore a stimulus, work collaboratively and create their own devised drama.
- complete a portfolio of evidence during the devising process
- give a final performance of their drama
- write an evaluation of their own work
- develop and apply theatrical skills in acting or design
- present a showcase of two extracts from a performance text
- explore practically a whole performance text
- demonstrate knowledge of how drama is developed, performed and responded to
- analyse and evaluate a live theatre performance.
Assessment Structure
The Drama course is examined through a written piece of controlled assessment work and an
externally moderated performance.
Progression
Drama can lead to careers as diverse as performance, radio, media, public relations, law, teaching,
sales and marketing and drama therapy.
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Engineering (Technical Award)
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Technology

www.wjec.co.uk

XA1

LEVELS 1 / 2

ASSESSMENT (L2 Distinction*- L1 Pass)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

75% NEA

Mr Mugford

25% Examination

robert.mugford@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

What makes an MP3 player work? How can you make a games controller for young children? Can you
make a basketball post that fits into a backpack? How does a ‘wind-up’ radio work? Could you power
a television the same way? Manufacturers, sales teams, technical teams will often ask engineers to
find answers to these types of questions.
The Level 1 / 2 Award in Engineering is based around the world of engineering and offers students
the chance to develop knowledge, skills and understanding through tasks set in realistic work-related
contexts.
Topics Covered
- Understanding the effects of engineering achievements
- understand properties of engineering materials
- know forming processes of engineering materials
- be able to solve engineering problems
Assessment Structure
There are three assessed units in the Engineering Technical Award.
Solving Engineering Problems – External Examination 1 hour 30 minutes (25%)
Producing Engineering Products – Internal Assessment (50%)
Engineering Design – Internal Assessment (25%)
Students need to pass all three of these components in order to achieve the overall qualification.
Progression
The successful completion of this qualification provides students with the opportunity to access a
range of Level 3 qualifications including A-Level, apprenticeships and vocationally related
qualifications. These include:
- A Level Engineering
- A Level Design & Technology
- Principal Learning Level 3 in Engineering
- Apprenticeships in Engineering
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GCSE Film Studies
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SYLLABUS NUMBER

English

www.eduqas.co.uk

C670QS

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

70% Examination

Mrs Macmillan / Mrs Collins

30% NEA

dee.macmillan@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk
kirsty.collins@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

We are delighted to introduce GCSE Film Studies to our curriculum offer. It is designed to draw on
learners' enthusiasm for film and introduce them to a wide variety of cinematic experiences through
films which have been important in the development of film and film technology.
Topics Covered
There are two components to the exam element: Key Developments in US Film and Global Film;
Narrative, Representation & Film Style. The coursework consists of script writing/ film production and
an evaluation.
The coursework element will give students the opportunity to research, storyboard and write scripts
for film.
The exam will require students to analyse 6 films in detail, focussing on; context, media techniques,
characters and narrative. These films range in genre, style and culture. This will particularly appeal to
students who are open minded and are willing to study films outside their usual viewing habits.
Assessment Structure
There are two external examinations and one piece of internally assessed work to complete. Details
are as follows:
Paper One Key Developments in US Film

1 hour 30 minutes

(35%)

Paper Two Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Film Style 1 hour 30 minutes (35%)
Internally Assessed Unit

Production (30%)

Progression
This course compliments the study of English Language and Literature as it requires skills of analysis
and creativity. This regularly leads to students taking A Level Film Studies and English as a successful
combination. This opens doors into a range of career pathways such as: journalism, advertising,
teaching and script writing.
This course is perfect for anyone that enjoys exploring the deeper meaning behind the film maker’s
choices and their impact on audience.
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Hospitality and Catering (Technical Award)
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Technology

www.wjec.co.uk

5569

LEVELS 1 / 2

ASSESSMENT(L2 Distinction*-

COURSE CONTACT

L1 Pass)

No tiers of entry

70% NEA

Mr Mugford

30% Examination

robert.mugford@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

The WJEC Level 2 Technical Award in Hospitality and Catering is intended for students who are
interested in food preparation in a commercial catering environment and wish to develop skills and
knowledge that will prepare them for further study and employment within this sector.
There is the opportunity to learn about issues related to nutrition and food safety and how they affect
successful hospitality and catering operations. In this qualification, learners will also have the
opportunity to develop some food preparation and cooking skills as well as transferable skills of
problem solving, organisation and time management, planning and communication.
Topics Covered
The Technical Award in Hospitality and Catering will cover:
-

Understanding the environment in which Hospitality and Catering providers work

-

Understanding how Hospitality and Catering providers operate

-

How Hospitality and Catering provision meets health and safety standards

-

Knowing how food can cause ill health

-

Proposing a Hospitality and Catering provision to meet specific requirements

Assessment Structure
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry (externally examined) 30%
Please note there are two assessments, one is paper based and one is online.
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in action (internally assessed) 70%
Progression
Successful completion of this course could lead to a further study of related level 3 vocational
qualifications such as the Diploma in Professional Cookery or the Diploma in Professional Patisserie
or an apprenticeship in a related area of employment. This course will also offer a progressive route
through to a wide range of qualifications such as A levels, Technical Certificates, Tech Levels and BTEC
Level 3 National Diplomas.

31

Digital IT (Technical Award)
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SYLLABUS NUMBER

Computing & Business

https://qualifications.pears
on.com/en/home.html

J808

LEVELS 1 / 2

ASSESSMENT(L2 Distinction*-

COURSE CONTACT

L1 Pass)

No tiers of entry

60 % assignments

Mrs Williamson

40% controlled assessment

liz.williamson@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

The collection and communication of data and storing of data/information happens all around us.
Technology underpins how it’s collected and communicated nearly all of the time. It can be seen in
all walks of life, from a wearable fitness tracker recording how many steps you have taken, your
mobile phone provider recording your usage to create your bill or an online retailer being able to
target you with specific promotions based on your purchase history. Knowing how and why data is
gathered and being able to turn raw data into something meaningful is essential as the learner moves
through education and into employment.
Topics Covered
 Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Technique
 Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data
 Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practice
Assessment Structure
Component 1: Internally assessed assignment ~ 30% of overall qualification.
Learners will develop their understanding of what makes an effective user interface and how to
effectively manage a project. They will use this understanding to plan, design and create a user
interface.
Component 2: Internally assessed assignment ~ 30% of overall qualification.
Learners will understand the characteristics of data and information and how they help organisations
in decision making. They will use data manipulation methods to create a dashboard to present and
draw conclusions from information.
Component 3: 1 hour 30 minutes external assessment set and marked by Pearson, completed under
supervised conditions. 40% of overall qualification.
Learners will explore how organisations use digital systems and the wider implications associated
with their use.
Progression…
Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in IT, which prepares learners
to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education by studying a degree in
the digital sector.
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Music (Technical Award)
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SYLLABUS NUMBER

Creative

https://qualifications.pearso
n.com/en/home.html

603/2960/9

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT

COURSE CONTACT

(L2 Distinction – L1 Pass)

No tiers of entry

100% Coursework (NEA)

Mr Healy
bruce.healy@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

The BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice is a specialist music industry vocational qualification with a practical
focus. The aim of this qualification is to provide you with the knowledge and range of skills needed to become
a successful music performer and producer. The course is equivalent to GCSE.
What will I learn?







You will develop knowledge and understanding of styles and genres of music.
Explore techniques used to create music products.
Explore professional and commercial skills for the music industry.
Apply and develop individual musical skills and techniques.
Perform stylistically accurate cover versions.
Create original music using existing stylistic frameworks and traits.

How will I learn?






Through focused listening and music-making activities, you will explore a variety of musical styles and
understand the key stylistic features of different genres of music. You will apply these stylistic features to
performance, composition and music production activities.
You will explore personal and professional techniques for musicians and how musicians share their music
with others. You will participate in workshops and sessions to identify and develop musical skills and
techniques in music performance, when creating original music, and in music production.
You will learn how to respond to a commercial music brief, by selecting and applying musical skills in
response to a brief, presenting a final musical product, and commenting on the creative process and
outcome.

Assessment Structure




COMPONENT 1 – EXPLORING MUSIC PRODUCTS AND STYLES 30% (internally assessed)
COMPONENT 2 – MUSIC SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 30% (internally assessed)
COMPONENT 3 – RESPONDING TO A COMMERCIAL MUSIC BRIEF 40% (externally assessed)

Progression
The BTEC Music Qualification allows you to progress to Level 3 BTEC courses, A Level Music and Music
Technology courses, and higher education courses such as degrees in Music, Popular Music, Music
Technology and Music Business.
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GCSE Photography
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SYLLABUS NUMBER

Creative

www.aqa.org.uk

8206

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

60% Examination

Mr Healy

40%

bruce.healy@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Modern humans live in a world that bombards them with images. This course is an opportunity to
take control of this, to become a maker and manipulator of pictures that communicate ideas about
the world, to capture beauty or tell others about emotions, issues or stories.
Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of photography in addition to improving
their personal skills with a camera, producing images using computers running Photoshop.
It’s not just about taking pictures. It’s about looking at other peoples pictures and understanding how
they work, how they are made and why they are made.
Topics Covered
 Looking at the work of photographers
 Developing ideas
 Recording your ideas
 Your own creative response
Assessment
Coursework is made up of a portfolio of work which will include 2 or more projects on different
themes. This is worth 60% your final grade
Externally Set Assignment: this is a practical project with an exam at the end of the course. This is
worth 40% of the final grade.
Progression
On successful completion, students can progress to AS/A Level courses or specialise in related
disciplines at diploma level such as Photography, Graphic Design, Textiles, Architecture, Fashion,
Printmaking, Painting, Advertising, Interior Design, Web & Mobile App Design and Product Design.
Photography would also benefit students who wish to go onto creative vocational courses such as
ICT, Business, Painting & Decorating, Hairdressing or Beauty Therapy.

34

GCSE Sociology
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SYLLABUS NUMBER

Social Sciences

www.wjecorg.uk

C200QS

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

100% Examination

Mr Stroud
benjamin.stroud@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

This course is ideal for anyone who is interested in the way modern society works and would be an
excellent basis for a wide variety of careers but especially ones relating to journalism, teaching, social
and police work and any work that involves working with people. Students who study this course
need to be the sort of student who finds programmes, films and magazine articles about social issues
interesting. It could be learning about gender roles, knife crime or why some people are more
successful at school than others!
Topics Covered
Unit 1 - Understanding Social Processes: Research methods; Education; Families
This involves examining why we have so many different types of family in Britain today and the
experiences of changes in parenting styles and relationships in families using a wide variety of
evidence. We will also look at schooling in the UK and how it is changing and current developments.
Unit 2 - Understanding Social Structures: Crime and Deviance; Social Stratification
We look at crime statistics and modern policing methods and the impact of criminal and anti-social
behaviour on the criminal, the victim and the community.
We investigate how the media influence our behaviour and ideas about certain groups
We will also look at factors such as age, ethnicity and social class and power in our society and why
we are still a society with so many inequalities.
Assessment Structure
Unit 1 - Understanding Social Processes: Research methods; Education; Families
Written paper 50% of the total marks 100 raw marks 1 hour 45 min
Unit 2 - Understanding Social Structures: Crime and Deviance; Social Stratification
Written paper 50% of the total marks 100 raw marks 1 hour 45 min
Progression
This subject can give you the skills needed to do well in a wide variety of A level and level 3 Vocational
courses and make you far more informed about the world you live in.
Previous students have progressed to A levels in Sociology, Sport, Law and Health and Social care and
gone to University on to careers in the Police, Law, Social work, Health, Teaching etc.
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Sport Science (Technical Award)
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SYLLABUS NUMBER

PE

www.ocr.org.uk

J212

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(L2 Distinction*-L1

COURSE CONTACT

Pass)

No tiers of entry

25% Examination

Mr Hill

75% NEA

chris.hill@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science offer students the opportunity to study key areas of
sport science including anatomy and physiology linked to fitness, health, injury and performance;
the science of training and application of training principles and sports nutrition. Please note, the
content of this qualification is different to a traditional GCSE PE course.
Topics Covered
Reducing the risk of sports injuries, Applying principles of training, The body’s response to physical
activity and Sports nutrition.
Assessment Structure
The Cambridge National Sport course involves pupils being assessed in both a theory exam and
in a portfolio of written coursework. Pupils must complete 4 units to achieve this qualification.
Each unit is worth 25% of the overall grade.

The Reducing the risks of sports injuries unit is assessed through a one hour written exam worth
60 marks. This is sat in the May of year 10. The other three units involve producing a folder of
written coursework evidence, which is then assessed by staff and externally moderated.
Some units will have elements that can be assessed through practical tasks, but there will be no
assessment of your own practical sporting ability.
During the 2 year course, pupils will gain an equivalent of 1 GCSE (at Level 2). Please note, this is
not the traditional GCSE PE course that you may know about.

Progression…
The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science lead to a wide range of general and vocational
qualifications for students, including Level 1 / 2 Apprenticeships in Sport, Level 3 Cambridge
Technical Sport courses, A Level PE and NVQs in Personal Training.
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GCSE Statistics
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SYLLABUS NUMBER

Maths

www.edexcel.com

1STO

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

Foundation (5-1) or Higher
Tier (9-4)

100% Examination

Mr Connolly
thomas.connolly@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

The GCSE Statistics qualification develops skills that students will use in other subjects such as science
and geography, and reinforces techniques needed for GCSE maths as well as supporting progression
to A level maths. Real-life scenarios will capture their interest and give them an insight into the
importance of statistics in the real world.
Topics Covered
The course will provide a foundation in statistical techniques which are used in the real world every
day. Real life statistics are used from various fields: climate, sports, business, finance, medicine,
education. Students will begin to appreciate the value and limitations of statistics by using real data.
The course will enable students to acquire skills that are relevant in other subjects, in particular
Maths, Geography and Science. The skills developed will enhance knowledge which can be utilised
in other subjects.
The controlled assessment involves an investigation into a specific topic. Students will choose one of
three. Recent topics have included Cars, Films, Climate and Holidays.
Assessment Structure
The examination is split into two evenly weighted papers that focus on the same content and skills.
This gives students and teachers an opportunity after the first paper to reflect on the areas they need
to work on in order to strengthen performance in the second paper.
Paper One 1 hour 30 minutes 50%
Paper Two 1 hour 30 minutes 50%
Progression
The course will enable students to acquire transferable skills which enhance their career
opportunities. Subsequently pupils could progress to A level Mathematics. This course would be of
considerable benefit to students who wish to study Science, Business, Geography, Economics,
Psychology and Sociology as these subjects all include an element of Statistics.
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GCSE Textiles
DEPARTMENT

EXAM BOARD WEBSITE

SPECIFICATION NUMBER

Creative

www.aqa.org.uk

8204

LEVELS

ASSESSMENT(9-1)

COURSE CONTACT

No tiers of entry

60% Portfolio

Mr Healy

40% Examination

bruce.healy@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk

Textile design is the creation of designs and products for woven, knitted, stitched, printed or
decorative textiles that might have a purpose, express ideas or be for decoration. GCSE Textiles
is a demanding yet enjoyable course, with experience available in fabric, machining, printing and
ICT. A willingness to experiment, to work individually, to keep an open and responsive mind, and
an interest to learn are as important as technical ability. One hour per week self-study is a
compulsory part of the course.
Topics Covered
Students are required to work in one or more area(s) of textile design, such as those listed below:
art textiles, fashion design and illustration, costume design, constructed textiles, printed and dyed
textiles, surface pattern, stitched and/or embellished textiles, soft furnishings and/or textiles for
interiors, digital textiles, installed textiles.
Students will develop the skills of weaving, felting, stitching, appliqué, construction methods,
printing, use of media and materials. They will employ media and materials such as inks, yarns,
threads, fibres, fabrics, textile materials and digital imagery.
Assessment
The 60% coursework is made up of a portfolio of work which will include 2 or more projects on
different themes. There is an externally set practical project with an exam at the end of the
course worth 40% of the final grade.
Progression
On successful completion, students can progress to AS/A Level Art and Design courses or specialise
in related discipline such as Fine Art, Photography, Graphic Design, Textiles, Architecture, Fashion,
Printmaking, Painting, Advertising, Interior Design, Web & Mobile App Design and Product Design.
Art and Design would also benefit students who wish to go onto creative vocational courses such
as Painting & Decorating, Hairdressing or Beauty Therapy.

Please note it is not possible to study both GCSE Art and GCSE Textiles
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Options Programme 2021
Key Dates for Parents / Students

16th March

Options Book Published
Presentation to Students and Parents available
Additional Material on School Website
https://www.sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk/32/options

17th March

Options Form released

18th - 25th March Tutor Time Visits

18th – 31st March Course Contacts and Class Teachers available to
support students and parents

1st April

Final Deadline for return of Options Forms (3.30pm)

May

Written confirmation of KS4 curriculum

September

Four week window for changes to be made
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