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2 Hold fast that which is good  

Thank you for your interest in Sandwich Technology School’s Sixth 

Form. 

 

This booklet is specifically to give you detailed information about the 
courses we offer. For more general information please look at our 
Sixth Form prospectus which can be found here: 

 

http://www.sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk/210/prospectus-sixth-form 
 

Our Sixth form is split into three main routes of study: 

• Level 3: This is made up of A-Level and A Level Equivalent 
courses. 

• Transition Year: This is a year-long programme designed to 
help students top up their Level 2 (GCSE) qualifications within a 
mature sixth form environment so that they are then ready to 
start the Level 3 route of study the following year. 
 

To help you choose, we recommend that you look at all the courses in 
the route of study you are choosing and read the information provided. 
Prior to applying we suggest you talk to the staff delivering the courses. 
Use this as an opportunity to ask any questions you have to get a clear 
idea about the courses. Speak with your parents and current sixth 
form students about the courses you are thinking about. If you still 
need guidance, arrange a time to talk to the school careers advisor. 

 

Our advice is that you select subjects that you are good at and that you 
enjoy. All subjects, aside from the transition year, are two- year courses 
and so you need to maintain your enthusiasm for these subjects across 
that time. We recommend that you select three subjects to study 
across the two years of sixth form. 

 
Routes of Study Pages 
Level 3 3-27 
Transition Year 28-34 
  

http://www.sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk/210/prospectus-sixth-form
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LEVEL 3 ROUTE OF STUDY 

STS Sixth Form offers a broad range of A Level and Applied general 

qualifications that will prepare you for university or employment. To 

access this route, you will need to have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 4 

or above, including English and Maths; however, some subjects 

have specific entry criteria. You will study a programme that can be 

tailored to meet your interests and future aspirations to give you the 

best chance of academic success. This programme is a two-year 

linear course. To study four level 3 courses, you must have     at least 5 

GCSEs at grade 7 or above. All courses are subject to change 

and are not set in stone. 

Level 3 Subject Information Sheets Page 

Art and Design 4 
Art and Design – Textiles 5 
Biology 6 
Business 7 
Chemistry 8 
Criminology 9 
Design Technology (Product Design) 10 
English Literature 11 
Film Studies 12 
Financial Studies 13 
French 14 
Geography 15 
Health and Social Care 16 
History 17 
Mathematics 18 
Media Studies 19 
Performing Arts 
Philosophy 

20 
21 

Photography 22 
Physics 23 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Spanish 

24 
25 
26 

Sport and Physical Activity 27 
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Art and Design A Level (AQA) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Students will develop personal responses to ideas, observations, 

experiences, environments and cultures. It gives flexibility to allow 

students to work from their strengths using a range of media to 

produce pieces of artwork. These could include photography, 

sculpture, printing, painting and many others. A strong foundation for 

further study of Art and Design, or related subjects, in higher education. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of: 

• Component 1: This comprises of a personal study which takes 

the form of a portfolio of work, produced in response to a 

theme, chosen by the student. This is accompanied by a 

written piece of work of at least 1000 words which supports the 

work produced, explains the concepts investigated and 

demonstrates how the project has developed in response to the 

chosen artists. 

• Component 2: This is an externally set exam question which is 

issued at the start of February in the final year. Students are 

required to build a portfolio of work, in response to their chosen 

question and produce a final outcome in a timed practical exam. 

 
Assessment 

Component 1 Portfolio and written essay created over 

the duration of the course 

60% 

Component 2 Portfolio, final outcome produced in 15 

hours of supervised time 

40% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

An arts subject at grade 4 or above is preferred. 
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Art and Design – Textiles A Level (AQA) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Students studying this subject do so to further their skills and interest in 

the subject. The course provides a solid foundation from which to 

progress to a range of higher education courses in Art and Design or 

Textiles. Future careers could include Fashion design, Costume 

design, Fashion Journalism or a wide range of other roles which rely on 

the creative use of textiles. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of: 

• Component 1: This comprises of a personal study which takes 

the form of a portfolio of work, produced in response to a 

theme, chosen by the student. This is accompanied by a 

written piece of work of at least 1000 words which supports the 

work produced, explains the concepts investigated and 

demonstrates how the project has developed in response to the 

chosen artists. 

• Component 2: This is an externally set exam question which is 

issued at the start of February in the final year. Students are 

required to build a portfolio of work, in response to their chosen 

question and produce a final outcome in a timed practical exam. 

 
Assessment 

Component 1 Portfolio and written essay created over 

the duration of the course 

60% 

Component 2 Portfolio and a final outcome produced in 
15 hours of supervised time 

40% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

An arts subject at grade 4 or above is preferred. 
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Biology A Level (OCR) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Have you ever wondered how genes can be used today to identify 
people in crimes or how we might use stem cells to help someone walk 
again? Perhaps you want to know how even after catastrophic events, 
life has returned to the area. If these are questions that resonate with 
you then this could be the A level for you. Biology is a subject that is 
seen as a gateway course to many science qualifications at 
university. Practical activities are embedded within the course to 
enhance your practical skills. 
 
Students have the amazing opportunity to undertake a 2-week 
biological expedition overseas through Operation Wallacea.  

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of 6 units: 

• Unit 1: Development of practical skills in biology 

• Unit 2: Foundations in biology 

• Unit 3: Exchange and transport 

• Unit 4: Biodiversity, evolution and disease 

• Unit 5: Communication, homeostasis and energy 

• Unit 6: Genetics, evolution and ecosystems 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 2hr written 15min examination covering content from 

units 1,2, 3 and 5 

37% 

Paper 2 2hr 15min written examination covering content from 

units 1, 2, 4 and 6 

37% 

Paper 3 1hr 30min written examination covering content from 

units 1-6 

26% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

Minimum of grade 5 or above in Mathematics and a grade 6 or above 
in Combined Science or Biology. 
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Extended Certificate in Business   (BTEC) 

 

Why study this subject? 

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Business is 

an Applied General qualification. It is for learners who want to continue 

their education through applied learning and who aim to progress to 

higher education and ultimately to employment in the business sector. 

The qualification is equivalent in size to one A Level and aims to provide 

a coherent introduction to study of the business sector. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of the mandatory units: 

Unit 1: Exploring Business 

Unit 2: Developing a Marketing Campaign 

Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance 

Unit 8: Recruitment and Selection Process 

 
Assessment 

Unit 1 Internal assessment 25% 

Unit 2 Externally assessed task set by the exam 

board sat under controlled conditions 

25% 

Unit 3 Externally assessed, 2hr written exam 33.3% 

Unit 8 Internal assessment 16.6% 

 
 

Additional Entry Requirements 

No additional requirements. 
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Chemistry A Level (OCR) 

Why study this subject? 
Analysing evidence from a crime scene; finding a cure for cancer; 
creating flavours for sweets or smells for perfume; restoring 500-year- 
old paintings…None of these would be possible without Chemistry. By 
choosing to study Chemistry at A level, you will be learning about the 
vast world of chemicals and how we can utilise them in current and 
future developments. This qualification will open doors to a large 
number of university courses and career paths. In addition to 
increasing your chemistry knowledge, you will also enhance your 
practical and problem-solving skills. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of 6 units: 

• Unit 1: Development of practical skills in chemistry 

• Unit 2: Foundations in chemistry 

• Unit 3: Periodic table and energy 

• Unit 4: Core organic chemistry 

• Unit 5: Physical chemistry and transition elements 

• Unit 6: Organic chemistry and analysis 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 2hr written 15min examination covering content 
from 

units 1,2, 3 and 5 

37% 

Paper 2 2hr 15min written examination covering content 
from 

units 1, 2, 4 and 6 

37% 

Paper 3 1hr 30min written examination covering content 
from 

units 1-6 

26% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

Minimum of grade 5 or above in Mathematics and a grade 6 or above 
in Combined Science or Chemistry. 
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Applied Diploma in Criminology (WJEC) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Crime has been a feature of human society since the beginning of time 

but serious study of criminality is only 150 years old. In the course of 

time crimes have changed, punishments have changed and the legal 

system has changed. Through studying this course, students will learn 

about the theories of crime and relate them to true crime stories. 

Criminology is about learning to take abstract knowledge and apply it. 

The ability to solve problems, the skills of project-based research, 

development and presentation, the ability to apply mathematical and 

ICT skills, the fundamental ability to work alongside other 

professionals, in a professional environment and the ability to apply 

learning to vocational contexts. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of 4 units: 

• Unit 1: Changing awareness of crime 

• Unit 2: Criminological theories 

• Unit 3: Crime scene to courtroom 

• Unit 4: Crime and punishment 

 
Assessment 

Unit 1 Internal (Controlled assessment – Scenario 

based) 

25% 

Unit 2 External examination – 1hr 30mins 25% 

Unit 3 Internal (Controlled assessment – Scenario 

based) 

25% 

Unit 4 External synoptic examination – 1hr 30mins 25% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

No additional requirements. 
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Design Technology (Product Design) A Level (Eduqas) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. This 
course encourages learners to use creativity and imagination when applying 
iterative design processes to develop and modify designs, and to design and 
make prototypes that solve real world problems, considering their own and 
others’ needs, wants, aspirations and values. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of 2 Components: 

• Component 1: Design and Technology in the 21st Century 

• Component 2: Design and make project set to a design brief  

 
Assessment 

 Component 1 3hr External written examination. Design and 
Technology in the 21st Century 

50% 

 Component 2 Design and make project Non-exam 
assessment. A sustained design and make 
project, based on a brief developed by the 
candidate’s ability to, identify, investigate and 
outline design possibilities, design and make 
prototypes, analyse and evaluate design 
decisions including for prototypes made by 
themselves and others  

50% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

Grade 4 or above in Science. 



11 Hold fast that which is good  

English Literature A Level (AQA) 

 
Why study this subject? 
This course is designed to enhance your love of literature. Successful 

candidates will actively engage in wider reading beyond the 

classroom    and enjoy the discussion that surrounds textual analysis. 

You will gain extensive experience of working independently, in 

groups as well as presenting your ideas to your peers and tutors. 

 

Units that will be studied 

• Love through the ages 

▪ One core text: 'Taming of the Shrew' William Shakespeare 

▪ Two comparative set texts: 'The Great Gatsby' F. Scott Fitzgerald 
and a collection of pre-1900 poetry 

▪ Unseen poetry comparison 

• Texts in shared contexts: Modern times: literature 1945 to present 

▪ One core text: 'Skirrid Hill' Owen Sheers 

▪ Comparative set texts: 'The Handmaid's Tale' Margaret Atwood 
and 'A Streetcar Named Desire' Tennessee Williams 

• Unseen Prose 

▪ Independent critical study: texts across time 

▪ Two independently chosen texts: choice of genre, one pre-1900 
Assessment 

Paper 1 3hr examination on Love through the ages. 40% 

Paper 2 2hr 30min examination on Texts in shared 

contexts: Modern times. 

40% 

Coursework Comparative critical study of two texts, at 

least one of which must have been 

written  pre-1900. This takes the form of one 

extended essay (2500 words) and 

a bibliography. 

20% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

GCSE English Language or English Literature at grade 6 or above. 
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Film Studies A Level (Eduqas) 

 
Why study this subject? 
We live in a world where films are used to bring people together for 

shared experiences, retell historical events and create new worlds. 

Through film studies, students will gain a deeper understanding of how 

film works as a medium of representation and as an aesthetic medium. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of three components: 

• Component 1: Varieties of film and filmmaking 

• Component 2: Global filmmaking perspectives 

• Component 3: Production 

Assessment 

Component 1 2hr 30min written examination to assess the 

knowledge of 6 feature-length films under the 

headings: Hollywood 1930-1990; American 

film since 2005 and British film since 1995 

35% 

Component 2 2hr 30min written examination to assess the 

knowledge and understanding of 5 feature- 

length films under the headings: Global film; 

Documentary film; Film movement – Silent 

cinema; and Film movements – Experimental 

film (1960-2000) 

35% 

Component 3 Production of either a short film (4-5mins) or a 

screenplay for a short film (1600-1800 words) 

plus a digitally photographed storyboard of a 

key section from the screenplay. An 

evaluative analysis of 1600-1800 words 

30% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

Grade 5 or above in GCSE English and/or Film and Media. 
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Diploma in Financial Studies (LiBF) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Students who study finance will look at the immediate, short term and 

long term elements of the financial world. Students will understand key 

criteria such as saving, borrowing and budgeting before critically 

analysing and evaluating how as a society we can become more 

sustainable and secure with our money. Successful completion of year 

1 allows the candidate to achieve the Level 3 Certificate in Financial 

Studies (CeFS), and then progress to the full Diploma in Year 2. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of four units: 

• Unit 1: Financial capability for the immediate and short term 

• Unit 2: Financial capability for the medium and long term 

• Unit 3: Sustainability of an individual’s finances 

• Unit 4: Sustainability of the financial services system 

 
Assessment 

Unit 1 45 minute examination 

1hr 45min written paper with case study 

25% 

Unit 2 45 minute examination 

1hr 45min written paper with case study 

25% 

Unit 3 45 minute examination 

1hr 45min written paper with case study 

25% 

Unit 4 45 minute examination 

1hr 45min written paper with case study 

25% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

No additional requirements. 
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French A Level (AQA) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Studying French A level builds upon and furthers the acquisition of 

language skills and knowledge acquired at GCSE. It not only 

familiarises the student with the language but also the country - the 

culture, it's customs and traditions. Students develop an awareness of 

current events and contemporary society in France and other French 

speaking countries 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course is comprised of the following themes: 

• Aspects of French- speaking society : current trends 

• Aspects of French- speaking society: current issues 

• Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 

• Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 External examination- 2hrs 30 mins: 

Listening, reading and writing 

50% 

Paper 2 External examination- 2 hrs Writing 20% 

Paper 3 Speaking examination- 21-23mins 

Individual research project. 

Discussion of a sub- theme 

30% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

Grade 6 or above in GCSE French. Native or fluent speakers may 
request an interview with the Head of Languages. 
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Geography A Level (AQA) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Studying Geography is a way to investigate how the world works in 

terms of natural and human processes. It allows an opportunity to fully 

appreciate and understand the complex relationships between natural 

and human environments, processes and issues. In this current 

political and environmental situation it has never been so important to 

fully appreciate the events which are occurring and which will shape 

our future. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of four units of work: 

• Unit 1: Physical geography 

• Unit 2: Human geography 

• Unit 3: Geography fieldwork investigation 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 External examination – 2hrs 30mins 

covering the physical geography unit 

40% 

Paper 2 External examination – 2hrs 30mins 

covering the human geography unit 

40% 

Fieldwork 

Investigation 

Individual investigation completed on a 

question or issue related to any part of 

the geography content. 3000-4000 

words 

20% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

Grade 6 or above in GCSE Geography. 
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Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care (CTEC) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Students who wish to pursue a career in health and social care or 

progress to university to study a related course should take this 

subject. This is also a subject that will allow progression to health and 

social care related apprenticeships. Through the study of health and 

social care, they will gain an understanding of how to work within 

health and social care settings and how to support other people. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of six units: 

• Unit 1: Building positive relationships in health and social care 

• Unit 2: Equality, diversity and rights in health and social care 

• Unit 3: Health, safety and security in health and social care 

• Unit 4: Anatomy and physiology for health and social care 

• Two optional units which may include: 

o Supporting people with disabilities 

o Supporting people with mental health conditions 

o Psychology for health and social care 

o Sociology for health and social care 

 
Assessment 

Unit 1 Internal 16.6% 

Unit 2 External – 1hr 30min written examination 16.6% 

Unit 3 External – 1hr 30min written examination 16.6% 

Unit 4 External – 2hr written examination 25% 

Unit 5 Internal 12.5% 

Unit 6 Internal 12.5% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

No additional entry requirements.
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  History A Level (AQA) 

 
Why study this subject? 
History is not just studying what events happened, but why they 
happened and the perspective of people at the time and the 
interpretations of later historians. History is one of the most sought 
after qualifications and the most widely accepted by universities.  
 
Units that will be studied 
The course comprises of three units: 

• Breadth: The Making of a Superpower (the USA) 

• Depth: Religious Conflict and the Church of England (the Tudors) 

• Historical Enquiry: an independent investigation into either the 
Crusades (11th-14th century) or the British Empire and slave trade 
(18th-19th century) 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 
(USA) 

2hr 30min examination on 
the breadth study (x1 
interpretation question and 
x2 essays) 

40% 

Paper 2 
(Tudors) 

2hr 30min examination on 
the depth study (x1 source 
question and x2 essays) 

40% 

Historical 
Enquiry 

A 3500-word essay 
answering your own 
question in the context of 
100 years 

20% 

 
Entry Requirements 
Grade 6 or above in History.   
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Mathematics A Level (Edexcel) 

 
Why study this subject? 
This course extends the topics taught at GCSE such as algebra, 

trigonometry, probability and statistical diagrams. It also introduces 

students to new topics including logarithms, exponentials, probability 

distributions and calculus. In a world where mathematics is 

fundamental to many of the fastest growing career sectors, studying an 

A level in mathematics will give students a competitive edge in the 

future. 

 
Units that will be studied 

• Pure Mathematics: Proof, Algebra and functions; coordinate 

geometry; sequences and series; trigonometry; exponentials 

and logarithms; differentiation; integration; numerical methods; 

and vectors. 

• Statistics and Mechanics: Statistical sampling; data 

presentation and interpretation; probability; statistical 

distributions; statistical hypothesis testing; quantities and units 

in mechanics; kinematics; forces and Newton’s laws; and 

moments. 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 2hr examination (Pure 1) 33.3% 

Paper 2 2hr examination (Pure 2) 33.3% 

Paper 3 2hr examination (Statistics and 

Mechanics) 

33.3% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

GCSE Mathematics at grade 7 or above. 
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Media Studies A Level (Eduqas) 

 
Why study this subject? 
We live in a media-saturated world. From TV advertisements, to 

posters at bus stops, to the video clips on your phone; you are 

surrounded by media messages for many of your waking hours. 

Studying media will enable students to become proficient in skills which 

are invaluable to employers including communication, research, 

planning, design, presentation skills and critical thinking. This is 

alongside gaining a greater understanding of how media can reflect 

your reality or control the way you view it. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of three components: 

• Component 1: Media products, industries and audiences 

• Component 2: Media forms and products in depth 

• Component 3: Cross-Media production 

 
Assessment 

Component 1 2hr 15min examination 35% 

Component 2 2hr 30min examination 35% 

Component 3 Individual cross-media production 

based on two forms in response to 

a choice of briefs set by WJEC 

30% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

GCSE English and/or Film and Media at grade 5 or above. 
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Extended Certificate in Performing Arts (BTEC) 

 

Why study this subject? 
This course offers a comprehensive introduction and exploration of 

performance and musical theatre in the form of practical workshops 

and skills development. You will regularly have the opportunity to work 

on productions, student devised work or showcases. 

This is a practical, work-related course, requiring imagination, 

sensitivity and the ability to get on well with others. You will learn by 

completing projects and assignments that are based on realistic 

workplace situations, activities and demands. 

 

Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of four units: 

• Unit 1: Investigating practitioners’ work 

• Unit 2: Developing skills and techniques for live performance 

• Unit 3: Group performance workshop 

• Optional unit from options including units based in dance, music 

and drama 

 
Assessment 

Unit 1 Externally set and marked task 25% 

Unit 2 Internally assessed task 25% 

Unit 3 Externally set and marked task 33.3% 

Optional Unit Internally assessed task 16.7% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

An arts subject at grade 4 or above is preferred. 
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Philosophy A Level (AQA) 
 

Why study this subject? 
Big questions will be asked and attempted to be answered! In this course 
you will study religious beliefs, ancient and current philosophical matters, 

and argue your view. Topics covered include: arguments for the 
existence of God; evil and suffering; religious experience; meta 

ethics; free will and moral responsibility; conscience; sources of 
wisdom and authority; secularisation; and religious pluralism. 
 

 
Units that will be studied 
The course comprises of two components: 

• Component 1: Philosophy of religion and ethics 

• Component 2: Study of religion and dialogues (Christianity) 
 
 

Assessment 

Component 1 
(Philosophy) 

• 3 hour paper, worth 100 
marks 

• A range of questions worth 
10, 15 and 25 marks 

• Selection of questions on 
a) the philosophy of 
religion and b) ethics 

 

50% 

Component 2 
(Christianity) 

• 3 hour paper, worth 100 
marks 

• A range of questions worth 
10, 15 and 25 marks 

• Selection of questions on 
a) Christianity and b) 
philosophy of Christianity 

50% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 
Grade 6 or above in English and a Grade 5 or above in Mathematics 
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Photography A Level (AQA) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Photography is a form of visual communication. Students will gain skills 

in analysing and making images allowing them to express creative 

ideas, communicate messages and provides skills that can lead to 

further study and employment. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of two components: 

• Component 1: This comprises of a personal study which takes 

the form of a portfolio of work, produced in response to a 

theme, chosen by the student. This is accompanied by a 

written piece of work of at least 1000 words which supports the 

work produced, explains the concepts investigated and 

demonstrates how the project has developed in response to the 

chosen artists. 

• Component 2: This is an externally set exam question which is 

issued at the start of February in the final year. Students are 

required to build a portfolio of work, in response to their chosen 

question and produce a final outcome in a timed practical exam. 

 
Assessment 

Component 1 Personal investigation into an idea, 

issue, concept or theme supported 

by written material 

60% 

Component 2 Externally set assignment to be 

completed over a preparatory 

period and 15 hours supervised 

time 

40% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

An arts subject at grade 4 or above is preferred. 
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Physics A Level (OCR A) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Physics is at the heart of many cutting edge technologies and fields. 

Students studying this subject will gain an enhanced knowledge of the 

world of physics and gain a highly regarded qualification. While not for 

the faint-hearted, this is an immensely rewarding and highly respected 

qualification with good progression routes into university and careers. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of nine units: 

• Module 1: Development of practical skills in physics 

• Module 2: Foundations in physics 

• Module 3: Forces and motion 

• Module 4: Electrons, waves and photons 

• Module 5: Newtonian world and astrophysics 

• Module 6: Particles and medical physics 

 

Assessment 

Paper 1 External examination – 2hrs 15 mins covering 
Modules 1,2,3&5 

37% 

Paper 2 External examination – 2hrs 15 mins covering 
1,2,4&6 

37% 

Paper 3 External examination – 1hr 30 mins synoptic 
covering all modules 

26% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

Mathematics and Combined Science or Physics at grade 6 or above. 
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Psychology A Level (AQA) 

 
Why study this subject? 
If you are fascinated by the idea of understanding the brain, if you want 

to grasp the complexities of human behaviour then Psychology is the A 

Level for you. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of 11 units (8 mandatory and 3 optional): 

• Unit 1: Social Influence 

• Unit 2: Memory 

• Unit 3: Attachment 

• Unit 4: Psychopathology 

• Unit 5: Approaches in psychology 

• Unit 6: Biopsychology 

• Unit 7: Research methods 

• Unit 8: Issues and debates in psychology 

• Option 1 from: Relationships; Gender or Cognition and 

development 

• Option 2 from: Schizophrenia; Eating behaviour or Stress 

• Option 3 from: Aggression; Forensic psychology or Addiction 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 2hr written examination on units 1-4 33.3% 

Paper 2 2hr written examination on units 5-7 33.3% 

Paper 3 2hr written examination on unit 8 & optional units 33.3% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

GCSE English and a Science at grade 5 or above. 
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Sociology A Level (AQA) 

 
Why study this subject? 
This course is a useful complement to any vocational or A Level course 

because it encourages a deeper understanding of societies` structures 

and institutions. Students will develop an understanding of how to 

effectively undertake research at a higher level. This is very useful for 

students wishing to go on to university or higher education. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of three units: 

• Unit 1: Education with Theory and Methods 

• Unit 2: Topics in Sociology to include options from: 

o Culture and identity; Families and households; Health or 

Work, poverty and welfare 

o Beliefs in society; Global development; The media or 

Stratification and differentiation 

• Unit 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 2hr written examination on unit 1 33.3% 

Paper 2 2hr written examination on unit 2 options 33.3% 

Paper 3 2hr written examination on unit 3 33.3% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

GCSE English at grade 5 or above. 
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Spanish A Level (AQA) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Studying Spanish A level builds upon and furthers the acquisition of 

language skills and knowledge acquired at GCSE. It not only 

familiarises the student with the language but also its country - the 

culture, it's customs and traditions. Students develop an awareness of 

current events and contemporary society in Spain and other Spanish 

speaking countries 

Units that will be studied 

The course is comprised of the following themes: 
 

• Aspects of Hispanic society 

• Multiculturalism in Hispanic society 

• Artistic culture in the Hispanic world 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 External examination- 2hrs 30 mins: 

Listening, reading and writing 

50% 

Paper 2 External examination- 2 hrs Writing 20% 

Paper 3 Speaking examination- 21-23mins 

Individual research project. 

Discussion of a sub- theme 

30% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

Grade 6 or above in GCSE Spanish. Native or fluent speakers may 
request an interview with the Head of Languages. 
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Sport and Physical Activity (CTEC) 

 
Why study this subject? 
If you love sport and would like to make a career out of it - maybe as a 

sporting professional, teaching, coaching or working in the sports 

industry - then this course could be for you. You will develop the ability 

to work autonomously and effectively. This qualification will allow 

progression into employment as well as to university or further work 

related qualifications in sport. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course comprises of three compulsory units and two optional units: 

• Unit 1: Body systems and the effects of physical activity 

• Unit 2: Sports coaching and leadership 

• Unit 3: Sports organisation and development 

• Options may include: Nutrition and diet for sport and exercise; 

Improving fitness for sport and physical activity; Health and 

fitness testing for sport and exercise; Physical activity for 

specific groups; Sport injuries and rehabilitation; Organisation of 

sports events; Practical skills in sport and physical activity; 

Sport and exercise psychology; Sport and exercise sociology 

 
Assessment 

Unit 1 Examination - 1hr 30mins 20% 

Unit 2 Internally assessed 15% 

Unit 3 Examination - 1hr 30mins 20% 

Options 

Units 

Internally assessed 45% 

 
Additional Entry Requirements 

Grade 4 or above in GCSE Science. Students must be able to meet 
coursework deadlines due to the heavy emphasis on this type of work. 
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TRANSITION YEAR ROUTE OF STUDY 

 

We are proud of the breadth of opportunities that are available to our 

Sixth Form students. Our curriculum offer recognises that some of you 

need further time and support to broaden your Level 2 range of 

qualifications before you are ready to realise your potential and study 

Level 3 courses. Our Transition Year allows you to study a suite of new 

and exciting GCSE courses during Year 12. These will equip you with 

the depth of understanding and knowledge required to progress to A 

Level, Applied courses or even Apprenticeships in Years 13 and 14. 

 
General Entry Criteria 

Students wishing to follow the Level 2 Transition Year have to achieve: 

• 5 GCSEs at grade 3 or higher 

• Grade 4 or higher in either English or Mathematics. 
 

Below are the courses that we currently offer in 2022/23, but these courses 
may be subject to change. 
 

 Page 
GCSE Art and Design (Graphics) 29 
GCSE Astronomy 30 
GCSE English Language 31 
GCSE Mathematics 32 
GCSE Philosophy and Ethics  33 
BTEC First Award Travel and Tourism 34 
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GCSE Art and Design – Graphics (AQA) 

 
Why study this subject? 
This course is a bit different to a traditional Art GCSE as it has more 

practical and vocational applications and could be useful for students 

who have a creative flair and are interested in pursuing careers in 

design or the world of media. 

 
Units that will be studied 

This course is about visual communication; communicating ideas, 

information, brand identities and styles via imagery and text. As part of 

the course, you might produce magazine cover artwork and text, 

design an identity for a product, present information for an event, and 

create a title sequence for a television programme. To do this you will 

need to create images using your traditional art skills, photography and 

digital techniques. 

 
Assessment 

Coursework Portfolio of work completed over the 

duration of the course 

60% 

Project Project completed under controlled 

conditions 

40% 
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GCSE Astronomy (Edexcel) 

 
Why study this subject? 
Have you ever looked at the stars and wondered how the 

constellations got their names? Perhaps you would like to know more 

about the Universe that surrounds our little planet. Through studying 

GCSE astronomy you will learn about the stars and how humans use 

them to aid with time keeping and navigation. You will also venture out 

into the depths of space and learn about how we study distant 

galaxies. 

 
Units that will be studied 

The course has 16 units that are divided into two main categories: 

• Units 1-8 cover aspects of naked-eye astronomy and will look at 

Earth, the Moon and our Solar System. 

• Units 9-16 cover aspects of telescopic astronomy and will look 

at solar astronomy, how planetary systems are formed and 

cosmology. 

As part of the course, two observational tasks must be carried out. 

One is unaided and carried out with the naked-eye and the other is 

aided. 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 Naked-Eye Astronomy examination covering 

content from units 1-8. 1hr 45mins 

50% 

Paper 2 Telescopic Astronomy examination covering 

content from units 9-16. 1hr 45mins 

50% 
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GCSE English Language (AQA) 

 
*If you have NOT achieved a grade 4 or above in your GCSE then 

you MUST choose this course.* 
 

Why study this subject? 
Many employers and admissions tutors will require you to have English 

GCSE at grade 5 or above. Students who achieve this will have a 

much wider variety of options available to them which may include 

access to advanced level courses or employment. As a Transition 

Year student it is likely that you will want to progress to A levels in Year 

13. Having a good pass in GCSE English will help you with this. 

 
Units that will be studied 

An appropriate exam board and course route will be chosen based on 

the English curriculum undertaken in Year 11. You will be required to 

study this for the whole year, as it is hoped that you will deepen you 

knowledge and skills significantly and improve your grade significantly 

at the end of Year 12. This course is exam only. 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 1hr 45mins examination 50% 

Paper 2 1hr 45mins examination 50% 



32 Hold fast that which is good  

GCSE Mathematics (Edexcel) 

 
*If you have NOT achieved a grade 4 or above in your GCSE then 

you MUST choose this course.* 
 

Why study this subject? 
Many employers and colleges will require you to have Mathematics 

GCSE at grade 5 or above. Students who achieve this will have a wider 

variety of options available to them which may include access to 

advanced level courses or employment. As a Transition Year student it 

is likely that you will want to progress to A levels in Year 13. Having a 

good pass in GCSE Mathematics will help you with this. 

 
Units that will be studied 

You will be required to study this for the whole year, as it is hoped that 

you will deepen you knowledge and skills significantly and improve 

your grade significantly at the end of Year 12. The course is structured 

around a revision based approach using gap analysis from your year 

11 examination. The final term will be spent in preparation for the exam 

and revisiting previously studied material. This course will be assessed 

by three external exam papers sat at the end of the year. 

 
Assessment 

Paper 1 1hr 30mins examination – Non-calculator 33.3% 

Paper 2 1hr 30mins examination - Calculator 33.3% 

Paper 3 1hr 30mins examination - Calculator 33.3% 
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GCSE Philosophy and Ethics (AQA) 
 
Why study this subject? 
Studying world religions, philosophy and ethical issues will engage you with 

a host of theories and ideas. We will debate everything from creation to a 

‘religious lifestyle’, terrorism to sexism, and meditation to miracles. This 

course will build on the skills learnt in other Humanities subjects, as well as 

prepare you for A level subjects such as History, Criminology, Law, 

Psychology and Sociology. 

 

 

Units that will be studied 

Component 1: 

• Study of religious beliefs, teachings and practices 

o Christianity and one other major world religion 

Component 2: 

• Thematic studies 

o Religion and life 

o The existence of God 

o Peace and conflict 

o Human rights and social justice 

 

Assessment 

Paper 1 1hr 45mins examination on beliefs, teachings 

and practices 

50% 

Paper 2 1hr 45mins examination on the thematic 

studies 

50% 
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First Award in Travel and Tourism (BTEC) 
 
Why study this subject? 
The qualification provides an engaging and stimulating introduction to the 

world of travel and tourism giving you the opportunity to develop knowledge 

and technical skills in a practical learning environment. You will explore 

some of the key areas within the sector, including accommodation, tourism 

development and promotion, transport and visitor attractions. You will 

investigate the importance of the travel and tourism sector to the UK, and 

investigate different types of customer and UK destinations. You will also 

have the opportunity to study international travel and tourism. You will 

develop key skills, such as research, report drafting and writing skills and 

project management. 

 

Units that will be studied 

1. The UK Travel and Tourism Sector 

2. UK Travel and Tourism Destinations 

3. Costumer Experience 

4. International Travel Destinations 

Assessment 

External 

Exam 

1hr 15-minute examination: 

The UK Travel and Tourism Sector 

25% 

Internal 

Assessment 

An assignment brief to be completed on UK 

Destinations 

25% 

Synoptic 

Internal 

Assessment 

An assignment brief to be completed on 

Costumer Experience but will include content 

from the previous units 

25% 

Internal 

Assessment 

An assignment brief to be completed on 

International Destinations 

25% 
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