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HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD

17th December 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
So here it is – Merry Christmas! 
 
We are at the end of another busy term.  We have been working hard to keep school as normal as 
possible for the students despite Covid.  This has included normal lessons with a strong focus on 
quality learning and ensuring that our curriculum is supporting students to catch up.  We have also 
had an array of clubs going on for the students to enjoy –  I, for example, have had the pleasure of 
running Origami Club for interested Year 7 students. 
 
We have also had the Army in on a regular basis providing a Modular Engagement Programme 
focussing on character, team work and problem solving with Year 9 students. This programme has 
included visits to Invicta Park Barracks to spend a day with the army and to Longmoor Training Camp 
in Hampshire to participate in challenges against other schools across the south-east of England. So 
far this year the Wednesday Explorers have been on two trips, one to Betteshanger Park to do 
orienteering, and the most recent to Canterbury Cathedral.  Year 11 students have benefited from a 
bespoke revision workshop delivered by experts from the Learning Performance Organisation 
focussing on retrieval skills, memory techniques and other strategies to help them prepare for their 
exams in January.  We also welcomed Andrew Wallace, managing partner of Leathwaite Recruitment 
Agency to STS in November to speak to Year 12 and selected Year 11 students about the world of 
work. 
 
We have also been promoting the use of the online platform Seneca Learning for Years 7 - 11 to 
encourage students to boost their learning and we are pleased to note that this opportunity has 
been taken up by many students. 
 
Of course, it would be remiss of me not to remind the parents of Years 11 and 13 that they have 
their Indicative exams coming up after Christmas, and that they should set aside some time for 
revision in amongst the festivities. 
 
My I also take this opportunity to remind parents about nose studs – they are not permitted in 
school.  The school policy says: 

“Jewellery is not permitted other than a single set of stud earrings. Nose piercings recently 
done can only be a small, clear stud or must be covered at all times with tape (plaster). After 
six weeks the stud must be removed when in school.” 

Please can I ask for your support in enforcing this. 
 
I believe that the staff and students have all worked incredibly hard this term and are ready for well 
deserved break.  Of course, we will keep any eye on the news over the next couple of weeks and if 
there are any Covid related developments that affect school we will be in touch. 
 
I wish you and your family an enjoyable Christmas break. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
 
Tracey Savage 
 Headteacher 
 
 


