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HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD

 
24th February 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As you will be aware, from today the Government have further eased the restrictions and guidance 
related to Covid-19.  The main changes are in regard to the requirements for: 

• Self-isolation 

• Regular testing 
 
Self-isolation: 
The legal requirement to self-isolate following a positive test result has been removed.  However, 
the DfE have also said: 

'Adults and children who test positive will continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people for at least 5 full days, and then continue to follow the guidance 
until they have received 2 negative test results on consecutive days' 

It is clear that Covid is contagious and school is affected when staff catch it, as our capacity to 
provide a full service becomes limited - so please can I urge that if you know your child has got 
Covid, do not send them to school until you are confident that they are no longer likely to pass it on 
to somebody else. 
 
Testing: 
The DfE are no longer asking students or staff to test regularly (twice per week at home) and we will 
no longer be able to routinely provide test kits for you.  At present Lateral Flow Tests can still be 
ordered via the government website, free of charge, here: 
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 
 
We will continue to allow students to wear masks in corridors and in the classroom if they wish, and 
we are continuing with some basic precautions: 

• Hand sanitising for all students on entry to every classroom 

• Open class doors and a window to aid ventilation 

• Pre-recorded assemblies rather than mass gatherings 
It is likely that these last few precautions will be removed at the end of this term and we will no 
longer allow students to wear masks in lessons, so that we can return to normal.  If your child has 
become attached to wearing their mask (I know some have become anxious about showing their 
whole face and are wearing them for this reason rather than medical reasons) please help them 
prepare for this change as it will come soon. 
 
War in Ukraine 
Since I am writing to you today I feel that I should also mention today’s awful news.  We have, as a 
school, made sure that the students had an opportunity to reflect on this news during their form 
period and the following message from me was read out to all students this morning: 
 

‘Today is a sad day and I am sorry to be writing this message.  This morning I, perhaps like 
you, woke up to the news that Russia has invaded Ukraine.  There have already been military 
attacks that will doubtlessly have caused injury and deaths.  Ukraine is a modern European 
and diplomatic country, and the freedom of its people is now under threat.  Right now world 
leaders, including our Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, are talking to each other and deciding 
how to respond. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


But whatever happens, it is clear that for the first time in many years there is now war in 
Europe.  While this does not mean we should panic about our own safety, it is important 
that as a community that we are fully aware of this situation, as well as being mindful and 
respectful of the difficult times ahead.  My thoughts today are with the people of Ukraine; 
those who live in Ukraine, and those who live amongst us in this country who will be worried 
for their relatives at home. 
 
It is at times like this that I remember that we are very lucky to live where we do and to have 
the freedoms that we, sometimes, take for granted.’ 
 

I am pleased to tell you that the students were very mature, thoughtful and respectful during this.  I 
do understand that amongst our school community we have several students with Eastern European 
or Russian backgrounds, as well as students with parents in the Armed Services, and that they may 
be particularly worried or upset by the news.  If your child is struggling with the news, please do get 
in touch with their Head of Year so that we can do our bit in helping support them through this 
difficult time. 
 
With best wishes 
 
Yours Faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Tracey Savage 
Headteacher 
 


