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HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD

 

 
21st April 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope you and your family had a lovely Easter break – wasn’t it great to see some sunshine? 
 
I know that during Easter much hard work was being undertaken by Years 11 and 13 as their 
exams get closer, and it was fantastic to see many of them in school taking advantage of the 
revision sessions we held.  To parents of students who will be doing their GCSEs/A- Levels 
this summer, please encourage them to keep working, but also to make sure that they are 
building in time for activities that keep them feeling well.  A certain amount of stress during 
exams is inevitable – but it shouldn’t overwhelm them – if it is, please get in touch so we 
can help. Here is a website that gives some tips on how to support them through their 
exams that might be useful: 
 
BBC - Advice for parents whose children are sitting exams 
 
You may have heard recently that the Government have said that schools need to increase 
their opening hours to 32 and a half hours a week.  I realise that some of you may be 
wondering about our Wednesday afternoon.  In fact, because our days on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday are actually quite long compared to most schools (not many 
schools start as early as 8.40am and finish at 3.30pm) we have always been confident that 
our Wednesday afternoon arrangement never compromised the entitlement that our 
students have to a full education, and I am pleased to say that our school opening hours are 
actually already 32 hours and 40 minutes. We do not need to make any changes. 
 
Over the Easter break we have changed the software that we use to record all student 
information.  We used to use SIMS, and we have now moved to Bromcom.  As you are 
aware, we also use Edulink, Edulink is software that reads information from SIMS, and 
makes this information accessible to you and the students.  Via Edulink you could see your 
child’s attendance, rewards and behaviour records.  When discussing moving to Bromcom 
we were assured that Bromcom was compatible with Edulink in the same way SIMS was and 
the service that you, as parents, received would be unaffected.  I am very sorry indeed to 
inform you that this is not the case.  However, the good news is, Bromcom is much more 
user friendly and can do what Edulink does directly.  It was always our intention to move 
away from Edulink and give you direct access to Bromcom to see all the things you could see 
via Edulink – but our original plan was to do this a bit later once Bromcom was established 
in school with our staff.   
 
As we can no longer use Edulink, we will instead be working exceptionally hard to give you 
and the students access to Bromcom as soon as possible.  This does mean that for a short 
period of time you will not be able to see your child’s homework, etc. remotely.  But the 
students do all have log books where they should be writing down all of their homework 
whenever it is set - if you have any other queries please do get in touch.  In the meantime, 
with our apologies, please be reassured we will be working hard to rectify this gap in our 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2Qf86MGyCkHlTq4h1tWfknn/advice-for-parents-whose-children-are-sitting-exams


service as soon as possible.  Please be on the lookout for new login details and information 
about the Bromcom system soon. 
 
Covid, of course, is still very much a day to day reality, but thank goodness most people now 
are not getting seriously ill, as they were before.  It did mean, unfortunately, that last term 
there was significant teacher absence and that too many of the students’ lessons were 
being covered by either colleagues or external supply teachers.  This can have an unsettling 
effect on the students and I spoke to them about this in assembly last term.  It is important 
that the students remember that even if their lesson is not taught by their normal teacher, 
work has been set that will be useful and important to their studies.  They should treat the 
lesson with the same amount of respect as they would if it was taught by their regular 
teacher.  If you can help reinforce this message at home, I would be very grateful.  After a 
period of disruption to education, the like of which has not been seen before, it is essential 
that all students remember how important their time at school is now and that the basics 
really matter: good attendance, good punctuality, respectful behaviour and hard work.  This 
is something most of our students understand and demonstrate every day, but perhaps 
some need to be reminded, and your help with this would be most appreciated. 
 
Having written all that, it is great that we are seeing things, gradually, return to normal – 
with school trips, activities, clubs and events being a really important part of what we offer.  
Over the next two terms we have some great opportunities coming up and I know the 
students will get a lot from them.  Personally, I am really looking forward to taking part in all 
the great summer activities that have not been able to do for too long. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support.  The views of parents are important to us.  You may 
remember that recently Mark Beaman, Assistant Headteacher, wrote to you to ask if you 
were interested in being part of a parent group, who alongside some Governors, would 
work on creating a Parents’ Priorities document which could help us understand what you, 
as important stakeholders, feel is important in what we do.  I am delighted to inform you 
that the response was very good and work on this is progressing nicely.  Soon Mark will be 
sharing with you a draft document on this, and your feedback on this before we finalise it 
will be very welcome. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Tracey Savage 
Headteacher 
 


