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HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD

 

 
 
3 June 2020 
 
 
To parents and carers of Year 10 and Year 12 students 
 
 
Dear parent/carer 
 
Partial re-opening of the school 
 
As you will be aware, the Government has now asked secondary schools to begin to partially re-open 
to students in Years 10 and 12 from 15 June.  The expectations on schools have changed slightly and 
now schools are expected to cater for a quarter of Year 10 and Year 12 every day.  This means that 
we have needed to change our plans significantly from those that were in place when we thought 
we would be open from 1 June with smaller cohorts of students.  The main difference is that we are 
going to be running lessons each day now in English, Maths, Science and the students’ three GCSE 
Option subjects in the case of Year 10, and the students’ A Level Option subjects, plus some very 
timely general lessons (UCAS, Careers, etc), for Year 12.   
 
This timetable of lessons is bespoke to the current situation and has deliberately been designed to 
minimise movement around the school and the number of people that everyone comes into contact 
with.  All students, a quarter of a Year Group at a time, will be required to attend school for a total of 
four days throughout Term 6.  Due to the complexities surrounding this, the Year 10 students will 
not always be with their normal classes and may not always have their normal teachers, but they 
should be taught by subject specialists and the lessons will be purposeful and relevant. 
 
The main emphasis for student learning remains the independent learning that the school is 
continuing to provide.  It is essential that everyone in Years 10 and 12 continues to work hard with 
this as we do not yet know if the Government has any plans to make concessions with regard to how 
the students’ GCSE and A Level performance next year is to be assessed/compensated.  The students 
must do everything they can, with our support, to stay on top of their studies. We are pleased, 
however, that we are going to be able to provide some lessons for the students and I am delighted 
to be able to inform you that staff are completely behind the plan and are looking forward to 
teaching your sons and daughters again. 
 
We have worked very hard on this and feel confident that we can provide a safe and socially-distant 
structure around this plan to safeguard the students and the staff.  It is impossible, of course, to 
promise you no harm will come to any of our community through this, but I can promise you that we 
are leaving no stone unturned to ensure it will be as safe as it can be.  These measures include: 
 
 ensuring that the students and staff will be sat suitably far apart; 
 ensuring all areas are clean and provide facilities for cleaning desks and hands regularly; 
 imposing a one-way system for the students to move around the school safely, restricting the 

areas they may visit; 
 ensuring the Year 10 students, the Year 12 students and our regular Key Worker school children 

are in separate parts of the school; 
 restricting all lessons to a maximum of 13 students; 
 severely restricting the number of staff and students who are in school at any one time. 
 



We will, of course, be relying on the students’ cooperation and will expect them to follow the extra 
measures put in place to observe social distancing and preserve everyone’s safety.  Any breaches of 
this will result in students being sent home. 
 
I understand that some of you will be concerned about public transport.  I am afraid the specific 
school transport is not currently running and there is limited public transport.  The Government has 
published the following advice about the use of public transport. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#travel-
safely-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak 
 
However, if at all possible, as your child is only required to attend school for four days before the 
end of this academic year, you may wish to bring/collect them from school yourself.  We have also 
changed the timings of the school day to minimise movement at peak times. 
 
We will not be able to provide school dinners on these four days, so your child will be required to 
bring a packed lunch for the day.  If you are in receipt of free school meals, remember that you are 
receiving vouchers for this directly to cover the cost of the required packed lunch.  It is also 
especially important under the current circumstances that the students bring a fully stocked pencil 
case to the lessons, as sharing school equipment at this time increases the risk of cross-
contamination and should be avoided. 
 
An email has been sent to you which confirms the four dates on which your child is required to 
attend school and the start and end time of the school day. If an email has not been received, please 
contact the following members of staff: 
 
Year 10 
 
Mrs Lucy Wanstall, Deputy Headteacher (Child Protection and Conduct) 
Email lucy.wanstall@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk. 
 
Year 12 
 
Mrs Maria Stone, Head of Sixth Form 
Email maria.stone@sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk 
 
Our staff are looking forward to welcoming your child back and hope that they will find the days as 
useful as we believe they will be. 
 
With best wishes 

 

 
Tracey Savage 
Headteacher 
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