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HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD

 

Our ref: LWN/lwt 
 
16 November 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to remind you of the structure of the Year 9 curriculum for 2021/2022. Mr Sharples 
(Senior Deputy Headteacher) initially shared this information with you in a letter to parents towards 
the end of the last academic year. Form Tutors will be showing my pre-recorded video assembly to 
all Year 9 students to clarify this information for them as well. 
 
In order to recognise their work across Years 7, 8 and 9, students are this year working towards the 
achievement of the “STS Baccalaureate”.  Year 9 will include a focussed end-of-year assessment, 
which will result in the award of the Baccalaureate. Students will receive a certificate following these 
assessments confirming their level of attainment in each Baccalaureate subject.  The certificate will 
also list all subjects studied during Key Stage 3, thus providing a valuable document for students to 
show to colleges, employers and other providers in the future. 
 
Each subject will award a grade for the final assessment, as follows: Fail, Pass, Merit, Distinction, 
Distinction*, with Distinction* indicating the highest level of attainment. Any student who achieves a 
Distinction* will have done extremely well and were they to continue working at that level in Years 
10 and 11 would be likely to achieve very high grades at GCSE. Parents will be able to judge whether 
or not other grades awarded represent progress by comparing their son’s/daughter’s result to the 
target provided. 
 
The Baccalaureate is comprised of six Core subjects that will be studied by all students: 
 
English; Mathematics; Science; History; Geography and Languages. 
 
The other two subjects studied are determined by the individual student’s Technology and Arts 
choices, made in Year 8, and are, therefore, referred to as the Baccalaureate Specialisms.  
 
Please note that Key Stage 4 Options, where students select their GCSE subjects for study in Years 10 
and 11 is a separate process that takes place in February/March 2022.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Lucy Wanstall 
Deputy Headteacher: Child Protection and Conduct 
Raising Standards Leader: Year 9 
 
 
 
 
 
  


