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HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD

 

29 November 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
You may be aware that, at the weekend, the Government made a special announcement about a 
new variant of Covid that has originated in southern countries in Africa.  At the time of writing, there 
are only three cases of it in our country (none of them in Kent).  Scientists are currently studying this 
new variant to understand how much of a threat it will be.  In the meantime, the Government is 
re-introducing measures across the country to help prevent this new variant from spreading, 
namely: 
 

1 the public are required to wear masks again in shops and on public transport; 
2 household members are required to self-isolate if advised by the NHS that somebody in the 

household is confirmed as having the new ‘Omicron’ variant of Covid (this new self-isolation 
rule does not apply in the event of a Covid infection that is not ‘Omicron’); 

3 the Government is stepping up the process of ensuring that people are vaccinated and that 
those who are double vaccinated also receive their booster vaccination as they believe this 
is still our best protection. 

 
At 16:04 yesterday afternoon I received an email from the Government, which gave specific 
instructions for educational settings. The new requirements set out within that email are: 
 

“Face coverings should be worn in communal areas in all settings by staff, visitors and 
pupils or students in year 7 and above, unless they are exempt.  
 
Pupils or students (in year 7 or above) should continue to wear face coverings on public 
and dedicated school transport, unless they are exempt.” 

 
Students have today been made aware of these temporary measures, which will apply from 
tomorrow morning. Please note, the wearing of masks in school applies to corridors and other 
communal areas, but not to classrooms.  Students will also be required to wear masks if they use 
public transport to travel to and from school. 
 
The Government has not said that masks need to be worn in lessons.  We still firmly believe that 
teaching is easier and, therefore, better if masks are not worn in the classroom.  However, we do 
understand that there will be some anxiety around this and, for this reason, we will allow students 
to wear a mask in their classroom for the time being if they wish. 
 
All secondary schools across the country will be asking the same thing of their students and I do 
realise how disappointing it is that these measures have had to be introduced.  However, we must 
do whatever we can to try and keep everyone safe. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your help and support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Tracey Savage 
Headteacher  


