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11 July 2022 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
BUS SERVICES TO AND FROM THE SCHOOL – POSSIBLE AUTUMN CHANGES 
 
I am writing to provide what limited information the school has gleaned regarding possible changes to some bus 
services to and from the school. 
 
We were aware of a KCC consultation regarding subsidised services across the region, which directly affected the 
954 Birchington service, and made representations regarding how vital this route was for our parents and students 
living in the outlying villages. However, we were completely unaware of potential further service disruption affecting 
Stagecoach routes from both Dover and Deal (including rural communities) namely the 88, 81A, 81B and 88A. 
 
Below is a link to the KCC document detailing anticipated changes. Interestingly, I would like to draw your attention 
to their last paragraph on page 2 ‘KCC position’ where it details subsidy removals from October 2022 and their 
commitment to working with communities, parents and schools. It does state that any student who has a legal 
entitlement to free transport will be provided with an alternative solution. To date there has been no interaction, 
support or additional information provided to the school: Kent Bus Services. 
 
Having spoken directly to both Regent Coaches (954 Birchington service) and Stagecoach, they are also waiting on 
KCC to provide final details and intentions on these proposals. Stagecoach has stated that they will also be working 
with KCC on a new network plan for the Dover, Deal and Sandwich areas and that no changes, if needed, are 
expected to come into effect before the October half term. 
 
As a school we will continue to canvass KCC and work with Stagecoach, Regent and any other providers to keep as 
many bus routes operating as possible, but, sadly, we have absolutely no control over the services. I would strongly 
urge parents, as we have done, to contact KCC and to ask them to provide clarity on any future changes to services, 
alternative routes and specific timelines. This can be undertaken using this link: KCC Get in touch. 
 
The other issue is parents purchasing KCC saver bus passes for routes that may, in the future, not be available – 
especially as the deadline for applications to ensure the school receives passes for distribution on the first day back 
in September is at the end of July. I would advise anyone potentially affected to contact the passenger transport 
team either via the link above that details online and telephone options or email them at 
kcctravelsaver@kent.gov.uk or buspass@kent.gov.uk.  
 
Our website will continue to provide the current transport information and bus service provider information and will 
only be updated once we have clarity from KCC and the service providers: Sandwich Technology School transport 
and travel information. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Andy Fisher 
School Business Manager 
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